STUDY 1

I KNOW YOUR WORKS 

Introduction

Our God is a God of knowledge by him actions are weighed (I Samuel 2:3). God is not just aware of our actions, He knows the real reason for our deeds. Our intentions are clear before Him. God is our Father, a loving Father. He is not looking for a reason to condemn us, but rather to commend us. However, He has His standard which cannot be compromised for anyone, or any group of people, for any reason whatsoever. For our own good ultimately, He wants us to live right, worship and serve him acceptably.

This truth should be a great encouragement for us on one hand. Nothing done for the Lord will go unrewarded, regardless of men’s opinion on the issue. On the other hand, it is sobering. We cannot deceive God through any form of hypocrisy: He will reward us exactly according to our work. We then don’t have to allow any form of duplicity in our lives.

We want to study the message of the Lord Jesus to the seven churches in Asia Minor. The Lord Jesus gave a revelation to Apostle John, the beloved, in the first century, about 95 AD. He sent messages to the churches in Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea. The characters of each of these churches depict a perfect spectrum of the conditions of the church of Christ in all ages. Besides, each of the churches represents an era in church history right from Pentecost to the Rapture.

In the messages:

(a) The Lord’s desires and expectations are clearly stated

(b) The Lord’s commendations, rebukes and corrections are clear.

(c) The prophetic pronouncement is clear.

A believer (or a group of believers) must heed the Lord’s warnings to be part of the overcomers' band ultimately. This series of studies is to open our eyes again to the kind of life and service that pleases the Lord. We should adjust our lives appropriately not to incur the wrath of the One that loved us and redeemed us with His precious blood and to enhance our devotion and service to our Saviour and Master.
The Lord Jesus and His Church

Text: Revelation 2: 1-7
Memory Verse:  "Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks;" Revelation  2:1

1. The Lord and the Pastor

Rev 2:1

(a) Here the Lord is described as “the One who holds the seven stars in His right hand. The stars represent the Pastor of the church (otherwise referred to as “the angel” of the church)

(b) The number “seven” stands for perfection. The type represents all pastors in the church of Christ in all ages. Being held in Christ’s right hand has deep implications:

i. The Lord takes a personal care of the pastor, he (the pastor) is close to Him.

ii. Security: the Lord holds him and none can snatch him out of His hand. John 10: 27 – 29.
iii. The right hand of the Lord is: 

· A hand full of righteousness – Psalm 48: 10, Isaiah 41: 10
The Pastor in held secure in righteousness for as along as His life is aligned with God’s righteousness, he is safe and secure.

· Salvation
 – Psalm 17 : 7: 20: 6, 60: 5

· Pleasures 
– Psalm 16: 11
· Support 
_ Psalm 18: 35, 63: 8, 73: 23
· Power 
_ Mat 26: 64
· Victory 
_ Ex 15: 6, Psalm 21: 8, 44: 3
· Blessings 
_ Gen 48: 14, Prov 3: 16, Mat 25: 34

· Preservation 
_ Psalm 80: 15
· Strength 
_ Psalm 63: 12
· Honour 
_ Acts 2: 33
· Attention 
_ Rom 8: 34
· Creativity 
_ Isaiah 48: 13
2. The Lord and His Church

(a) The Lord walks in the midst of seven golden candlesticks – Rev 2:1. The candlesticks represent the churches.

(b) The number seven implies completeness, that is, representative of all churches in all ages

(c) The candlestick being golden implies the divine dimension to the life and existence of the church. The church is not just an organization, it is a divine entity. It is a supernatural being. Mat 16: 18
(d) The Lord walks in the midst of the candlesticks. This means that the place to find the Lord Jesus is in His church. His presence in ever there. Mat 13: 20
The Lord puts a very high premium on the pastor as His servant, and to whom He commits the most precious commodity - the church He purchased with His very blood. He therefore protects and empowers the pastor greatly to be effective in overseeing the flock.

Also, the Lord Jesus is never away from the church, he is constantly in the midst of her, to ensure her welfare at all times. He will always alert His church to any peril lucking around her. 

QUESTIONS

1. Describe the Lord's relationship with the Pastor?

2. The Lord Jesus walks in the midst of the candlesticks. What is the implication of this in the believer's daily life?
STUDY 2

I KNOW YOUR WORKS 2

MESSAGE TO THE CHURCH AT EPHESUS

Text:: Rev 2: 1-7
Memory verse:  "And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted." Revelation 2: 3: 

Introduction

It is from a position of loving concern and absolute knowledge that the Lord Jesus sent a message to the church at Ephesus. The message was to encourage the church, and by extension, every member of the church. He knows the details of every man’s life and service.

The Lord’s message to the churche at Ephesus can be divided into four parts:

(a) Praiseworthy attributes of the church that impressed the Lord.

(b) The defect in the church that needed to be corrected.

(c) The Lord’s remedies and warning for the inadequacy in the church.

(d) Prophetic pronouncement on the church.

1. The Lord knows the good attributes of the church - Rev 2: 2-6
The Lord Jesus is love; he started his message by enumerating the things that impressed Him in the Ephesian church.

a) The (good) works –

Jesus noted there were good works in the church, for which He commended the church.

Examples of what the Lord called good:
i. Caring for a neighbor in trouble– Luke 10: 30-37
ii. Meeting physical needs of others: 
- Mat 25: 34-40
· Feeding the hungry

· Giving drink to the thirsty

· Accommodating strangers

· Clothing the naked

· Visiting the sick

· Visiting the prisoner

iii. Liberality
– Acts 9: 36, 39

iv. Good children up-bringing, hospitality, ministering to the saints' physical needs, relieving the afflicted
 – 1 Tim 5: 10
v. Requiting parents– 1 Tim 5: 4

vi. Noble character
- Prov 31: 10 – 27
vii. Industry 
_ 2 Thes 3: 8-10

b) The Labour

i. Diligence in the word - Acts 17: 10 – 11, John 6: 27, Acts 6: 4, 1 Tim 5:17; 2 Tim 2:15
ii. Labour in prayer - Col 4: 12, Acts6:4, 1Tim2: 1-2, 1Tim5: 17, Heb13: 18, 1Tim 2: 2
iii. Labour in service – Rom16: 6, 1Cor15: 58, Phil 2: 25, 1Thes 2:9, Heb 6:10
iv. Labour in soul-winning _ John 4: 38
v. Labour in church – planting _ 1Cor 3: 8
vi. Follow-up of young believers- Gal 4: 11, 1Thes 3:5, Phil 2: 16
vii. Demonstration of the spirit – Col1: 29

viii. Walking in love and unity _ 1 Thes 1: 3
ix. Providing spiritual oversight – 1 Thes 5: 12
x. Applying oneself to the means of grace _ Heb4: 11
The Ephesian church was full of good works. It was also a laboring church. These qualities caught the Lord’s attention. We also should examine and measure our lives against this yardstick both collectively and individually.

QUESTIONS

1. What do you think impressed the Lord in the Ephesian church?

2. In what ways should believers and a church labour?
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MESSAGE TO THE CHURCH AT EPHESUS - Part 3
Text: Rev 2: 2-6
Memory verse: "I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars:" Revelation  2:2 

Introduction

The Lord took note that the Ephesian church was a patient church, in addition to being full of good works and labour for the kingdom. Besides, the church had zero tolerance for evil, neither was she gullible. These are sublime attributes that endear a church or a believer to the Lord and His kingdom.
1. The Lord knows the Patience of the church. 

Patience is an index of strength of a person or people.

Patience is imperative

(a) For faith to be strong – Heb 6:12; Jam 5:8
(b) To enjoy the fulfillment of God’s word and promises – Rom 15:4; Heb 6:12, 10:36
(c) To sustain the outflow of the joy of the Lord – Col 1:11
(d) To keep hope alive – Rom 12:12; Rom 5:4;Rom 8:25; I Thes 1:3
(e) To sustain faith and good words – Rom 2:7; 2 Thes 3:5; Lk 21:13, 2Thes 1:4
(f) To have an effective ministry to all – I Thes 5:14; I Tim 3:3; 2 Tim 2:24
(g) To receive due reward from the Lord – Jam 5:7
(h) To be fruitful – Luke 8:15
(i) To work in love – Rom 15:5
(j) To build a strong character – I Tim 6:11; Titus 2:2; Jam 1:3-4
(k) To make a success of our Christian walk – Heb 12:1; Jam 5:11; 2Pet 1:6, 10
2. The Lord knows the church’s zeal for righteousness

Among other things, the Lord commended the Ephesian church for having zero tolerance for evil

(a) The church had no fellowship with unfruitful works of darkness – Eph 5:1
(b) The church would not partake of another man’s sin – I Tim 5:22
(c) Rejected the heretick – Titus 3:10-11
(d) Promoted sound doctrine and character – Titus 2:1-10
(e) Withstood the hypocrite – Gal 2:11
(f) Excommunicated the unrepentant – I Cor 5: 9-13

(g) Openly rebuked sin – I Tim 5:20
(h) Flowed in the gifts of the Holy Spirit – I Cor 14: 22-25; Acts 5:1-4
However, all these must be done in love for the church and God’s kingdom to be built up.

A church (or believer) that will please the Lord must run the race that is set before us with patience. Only then will she develop sufficient spiritual strength to actualize God’s promises and demonstrate the power of God for many to be saved. Also, there must be zero tolerance for evil, just like our Lord who loves righteousness and hates wickedness.
Concluding Questions

1. Mention seven reasons why patience is imperative for Christian living.

2. How can a church demonstrate zero tolerance for evil?
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MESSAGE TO THE CHURCH AT EPHESUS - Part 4
Text: Rev 2:1-7; 1 John 4:1-3
Memory verse: "Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world." 1 John  4:1 
Introduction

One of the commendable qualities of the church at Ephesus, one of the seven that the Lord sent a message to in Asia Minor, was its maturity in receiving ministers claiming to have divine calling on their lives. The church was commended for not being gullible, but sieving out the fake apostles, thus protecting the church, particularly the young believers. The church was also forbearing, presumably having to practise their faith in a hostile environment. This is in addition to its aversion to evil and strange doctrines.

The church today has a lot to learn from this church. In our day, fake apostles, prophets, evangelist, pastors and teachers abound. We must prove these men in accordance with biblical principles and hold the truth alone.

The Church Tried

1. False Apostles, the Lord was impressed. Rev 2:2
Every minister that comes in the name of the Lord must be well-received until he/she is proved to be false. Some cases may be obvious while others may not be. This three ways test must be applied.

(a) Doctrinal Test: Are his/her teachings and profession in agreement with the word of God? – Isaiah 8:20; Prov 14:7
i. Be like the Berean Christians, cross-checking that is taught with the word of God – Acts 7:11
ii. Study to show yourself approved to God 1Tim 2:13
iii. In understanding be men – I Cor 14: 20
iv. Do not have itching ear – 2Tim 4:3
(b) Character Test: Is his manifest lifestyle in line with God’s word? By their fruits you shall know them. Mak 7:15-21; 2 Cor 12:12; 2Cor 6:4-20
(c) The Spirit's Witness – Even when everything seems right (or wrong), the Holy Spirit gives us the inner witness of the correct position of things – I John 4:1; I John 2:20; Rom 8:16; Rom 5:1
2. The Lord commended The Church for Endurance – Rev 2:3
The Ephesian church earned the Lord’s commendation for enduring the unpleasant environment it had to deal with to worship and serve the Lord. The Church endures

(a) “Hardness” – 2Tim 2:3; 2 Sam 23: 15-17; Judges 8:4
(b) Temptations – John 1:2
(c) Afflictions – 2 Tim 4:5; Jam 5:11; 2 Tim 3:11, Heb 10: 32; 2 Cor 4:10
(d) Divine chastening – Heb 12:7
(e) Unjust treatment – 1 Pet 2:19
(f) The Cross – Heb 12:2
(g) Men’s stiff opposition – Heb 12:3
(h) Sound doctrine – 2 Tim 4:3; John 6:60, 66-69
(i) Fatigue in good works (refusing to be weary) – Gal 6:9
3. The Church hates what the Lord hates – Rev. 2:6
The Church would not be lured into evil deeds – Heb 1:9, 4-15
The Church would not be lured into wrong deeds by intimidation of “respected” individuals or groups.

The Ephesians Church was noble. They screened the ministers they allowed on their altar, are patient and persevering and passionately hates evil deeds regardless of who did them. This is an example for the church to follow today.

Concluding Questions

1. How can we know a fake minister of God?

2. Mention things that we are to endure as Christians.
3. Mention some things the Lord hates that we are to hate.
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MESSAGE TO THE CHURCH AT EPHESUS - Part 5
Text: Rev 2: 1-7
Memory verse: "Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love."  Revelation  2:4 

Introduction

The Lord Jesus commended the church at Ephesus for so many good qualities. However, the Lord would not accept anything imperfect. Hence, He complained bitterly over a major defect in the life of the church. Though the church had an enviable standing on many important issues, it was very deficient on a vital attribute. And that deficiency was serious enough to mess her up completely, and to make her land on the wrong side of eternity.

The church, according to the Lord Jesus, had lost its first love. The passion, the glow, the zeal that mark the first love were all gone. The Lord warned that except there was a change, the church would have its candlestick removed “out of his place”. A sobering and frightening pronouncement! The only solution the church had was repentance.

A Big Minus for the Church

Though the church at Ephesus had many good things going for it as commended by the Lord Himself, there was a big, very big defect in the church. It was a deadly one if not fixed: the first love (for the Lord and the brethren) was gone.

Things That Cause a Believer’s Love for Christ to Wane

1. Loving the world – I John 2:15-16
When a Christian fails to guard his/her heart against the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life, the love of the world increases in his/her life. This means an automatic decrease of the love of God. For the two “loves” are inversely proportional I John 2:15, Jam 4:4.
2. Waning Love and Attention to The Word of God

When a believer ceases to place high premium on the word of God, his love for the Lord will begin to dwindle. There must be sustained love for the word of God.

3. Inconsistent Prayer Life

Nothing binds two hearts together in fervent love like effective and loving communication. Communication gap breeds suspicion, distrust and kills love instalmentally. When prayer life grows weak, communication gap develops between us and our heavenly Father. This begins to eat away the glow and fervor of our love.

4. Apathy To Soul-winning

The most important thing to the Lord is the salvation of men. When God’s priority is not our priority anymore, we begin to drift apart in love. 

5. Waning Love For The Brethren

Jesus loves His church and gave Himself for it – Eph 5:25

When our love for the brethren is on the decrease, it is an indication that our love for the Lord also is waning.

6.  Cares of This Life – I Peter 5:7
When we fail to cast our cares on Him, it is a subtle vote of no confidence in Him. The load of care will eventually distract a believer from his loving Lord and dull his love for the Saviour. 

7. Not Looking Unto Jesus – Heb 11:2-3
When our focus is not on the Lord, but on those men who are misrepresenting Him, love grows cold. When our attention is on men’s contradiction, not on the Lord’s approval, we get weary.

When Love For the Lord Wanes:
(a) Temptations become stronger and more difficult to overcome – Jam 1:13-15
(b) The believer goes back to his vomit, the wrong things he once renounced - 2Peter 2:20-22
(c) The believer builds again that which he once pulled down - Gal 2:18
(d) The believer withdraws that which he once placed on the altar of sacrifice - 1Tim 5:11-12. Goes back on an earlier noble commitment.
(e) He begins to look back with admiration on the old life. Heb 10:38-39
Keeping the Love for the Lord Aglow

1. Reverse all the identified risk factors.
2. Examine ourselves constantly to assess the current status of our love for the Lord.
Concluding Questions

1. Mention the signs that indicate that our love for the Lord is growing cold.

2. What can we do to reverse the condition described in (1) above?
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MESSAGE TO THE CHURCH AT EPHESUS - Part 6
Text: Rev 3:1-7; Hebrews 10: 32-39; Revelation 2:5
Memory verse: "Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent." Revelation  2:5 

Introduction

The Lord identified a serious defect in the church in Ephesus, to wit, forsaking of the Lord. The last study examined the possible causes of a waning love for the Lord. However, the Lord Jesus in His message to the church prescribed a solution. Also, He warned of an inevitable judgment, should the church fail to head His warning.

Return to First Love – What the church Must Do – Rev 2:5
The Lord mentioned three main things:
1. Remember

The first step to restoration is a recall of what life looked like when love for the Lord was aflame.

· Remember the former commitment

· Remember former devotion

· Love and devotion to the brethren and the church

· Commitment to a life of purity

· Commitment to worship 

Compare Luke 15:17
Until the prodigal son remembered where he was coming from, he could not take further steps toward restoration – Luke 15:16-18
2. Repent

Genuine repentance is a necessity to retracing one’s step whenever one comes short of divine standard and expectation. The sinner and the backslider must repent. The following is always manifested whenever there is genuine repentance:
(a) Godly sorrow - 2 Cor 7:10; Mat 27:75
(b) Confession –  I John 1:9; Jam 5:10
(c) Turning to God – I Thes 1:9
(d) Forsaking of the wrong (sin) – Prov. 28:13; Isa 53:6
(e) Hatred for sin – Eze 36:31-33; Heb 1:8-9
(f) Desire for forgiveness – Ps 25:11; Luke 18:13
(g) Restitution where possible – Luke 19:8; 18:13
3. Do the First Works – Rev 2:5
After repenting genuinely, there must be a returning to the state of the first (fervent love) for the Lord

Return to doing the works of love, in worship, commitment, obedience, service and fellowship with the brethren.

The solution to a backslidden life is first to remember what life was when relationship with the Lord was alright. Then there must be genuine repentance from the errors and sins that have entered into one’s life during the period of backsliding. Finally the penitent must return to the lifestyle with which he once pleased the Lord.

Concluding Questions

1. How can a backslider retract his ways back to God?

2. Mention those indicators that show that an individual has been truly repentant.  
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MESSAGE TO THE CHURCH AT EPHESUS - Part 7
Text: Rev 2: 1-7, Pro 29:1 2 Chronicles 36:15-21
Memory verse:  "He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy." Pro 29:1

Introduction

The Lord is very merciful. As a matter of fact, He delights in mercy (Psalm 103:8, Micah 7:18). He is always ready to forgive. However, when an individual or group of people chooses to ignore divine instructions and warnings and continue in wrong doing, God’s judgment will fall. The Lord Jesus warned the church at Ephesus of the danger of the current status of their love for Him.
He instructed them to repent but had to add a warning, in case the Ephesian brethren chose to make light the Lord’s warning. The unrepentant invariably attracts God’s judgment. The lesson here is that when the Lord warns us of wrong in our lives, whether through His word, His Spirit or His ministers, the right response is for us to repent and do the right. To ignore a divine warning is extremely risky.

Failure to Repent Leads To Judgment

When a person (or people) fails to repent despite conviction, God visits such with judgment. That is the divine pattern.

· Anyone who chooses to continue in sin will be judged. He suffers personal injuries and  pains – Psalm 68:21
·  Whoever hardens his heart against divine warning may suffer irreversible damage. He suffers irreversible losses and permanent pains – Prov 20:1

· Israel eventually went into captivity when they ignored the prophets’ warnings. Anguish, displacement and affliction are the unrepentant's portion – 2 Chronicles 36:16-17
· The Lord was to visit the church at Ephesus with judgment if it would not repent – Rev 2:5
The Lord will remove the church's candlestick from its place. They would be displaced from their place in destiny.

Hardened heart account for a lot of “internally displaced persons (IDP)” in the kingdom. The spiritual IDP cannot fulfill his destiny. He is spiritually degraded.

Please repent while the door of his mercy is still wide open.

The Joy of The Overcomers’ Company

Regardless of the current challenges and temptations, we can overcome. We have his promises:
(a) He delivers from temptations – I Cor 10:13; Rev 3:10; 2 Pet 2:9
(b) He keeps his saints from falling – Jude 24
(c) He keeps the saints by His power – I Pet 1:5
The overcomers will be rewarded – Rev 2:9
Keep your eyes on the finishing line, for the eternal reward. Say no to temptations – Heb 12:2

Our Lord Himself kept His eyes on the joy before Him in the time of temptations. And He was able to endure unto victory.

Concluding Questions

1. What are the possible consequences for a person that fails to heed the divine warning to repent of a wrong in his life?

2. Give three scriptures assuring believers of victory over temptations.
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MESSAGE TO THE CHURCH AT SMYRNA

Text: Rev 2: 8-11
Memory verse: Rev 2:9:  I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.
Introduction

The second church that the Lord sends a message to was the church in Smyrna. The church was going through tribulations for her faith in Christ Jesus. It is very instructive to know that the Lord found no fault with this persecuted church. Sometimes, ease is the reason why believers accomodate sin and sloth in worship and service. Hence, whenever the Lord gives us peace and comfort, we should be faithful, otherwise, he may have to allow some tribulation, for us to behave.

The Lord Knows His Church 

These things attracted the Lord’s attention in the church:

1. The works: These are the good works of the church.

2. The tribulation endured: Rev 2:9 - In spite of tribulations, the church in Smyrna remained faithful. Tribulations should not be a reason for our unfaithfulness, whether it comes in form of persecutions or as disasters or any other unpleasant experience. Heb 10: 32-33, Rom 8: 35-39, 1Pet 4:12-16, Mat5:11-12, Acts 5:41, 20:22-24
3. Commitment despite Economic woes- Rev 2:9 - The church was poor, most probably as a result of persecution. Though God wants us to be rich (2Cor 8: 9) we may have to cope with a period of lack sometimes, particularly in an environment where our faith is a reason to deny us legitimate economic activities as a means of persecution. Nevertheless, the true disciple’s commitment is not affected by this unpleasant condition. Also, yet-to-be fulfilled desires are not reasons strong enough to discourage him from following the Master. He keeps on being rich in good works, blessing other lives. Philip 4:12-13, 2Cor 11:23, 27, Heb 10: 34: Heb 11:36-39.

4. Resisting attack by false brethren- Rev 2:9. A group that had a voice claimed to be Jews, it possibly openly opposed this church. The group was blasphemous and was promoting Satan’s agenda against the church. Yet the Smyrna church was not distracted. The Lord Jesus was impressed.

We must shun the respect of persons when it comes to our faith. Whoever teaches anything contrary to the scriptures should be ignored and the teaching rejected. Isaiah 8:20, Gal 1: 8-9, Acts17: 11, 1Thes 5: 21
Be Faithful unto Death - Rev 2: 10
A hard time of persecution, imprisonment trials and difficulties was organized by the devil against the church. Despite that, the Lord wanted His disciples to be faithful even if it meant paying the supreme price in the process.

“Be faithful unto death” is the Lord’s admonition. There is, however, a promise of an eternal crown, the crown of life for every martyr.

The Lord found no fault in the church in Smyrna. He however commended it for its steadfastness, endurance and faithfulness, in spite of its poverty and tribulations. No reason is good enough for us to be unfaithful to the Lord - neither hardship, nor others' unfaithfulness. Eternal blessings await the faithful.

Concluding Questions

1. What are the strength the lord saw in the church in Smyrna?

2. What major lesson can we learn from the Smyrna church that is applicable to our contemporary situation?
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MESSAGE TO THE CHURCH IN PERGAMOS
Text: Rev 2: 12-17
Memory verse: "I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth." Rev 2:13

Introduction

This is the third church in Asia minor that the Lord Jesus sent a letter to. The church earned a glowing commendation from the Lord on one hand, and a strong rebuke on the other. It was a church that permitted wrong doctrine to fester in her midst. Doctrinal pollution was the main crux the Lord had with this church. Polluted doctrine will invariably produce defiled lives.

The Lord’s Commendation

The Lord knew these of the church:

1. The works of the church: These are good works affecting the society positively.

2. Where the church dwelt where Satan’s seat was. The Lord Understood that. 

(a) The church was contending with fierce and extremely mean forces of the enemy. Yet had remained faithful.- Rev2: 13
(b) In the face of death, the church held on to the Lord’s name and to her faith in Him. Rev 2:13. Fierce spiritual battles and even threat of death did not weaken her faith in the living God.

The Fault of the Church

The fault identified by the Lord was:
1. The church permitted those who held the doctrine of Balaam

2. The doctrine of the Nicolaitanes was accommodated.

Doctrine of Balaam - Rev 2:14

There are four main elements of this evil doctrine:
i. Casting stumbling block in the ways of others to cause them to fall (that is setting others up) 1Cor 8:9, 13, Rom14: 16.

Even in legitimate things, we are to conduct ourselves such that we do not become a stumbling block for others. We are to be considerate of weaker brethren even in enjoying our liberty. To deliberately put a stumbling block in others' way is evil, totally demonic. Balaam set a trap for the children of Israel.

ii. Eating things sacrificed to idols.

Read 1cor10: 14-22. To eat things sacrificed to idols is to share communion with devils. This brings spiritual pollution. Any form of fellowship, agreement or covenant with idols is prohibited.

iii. Fornication - 1Cor 6: 18, 10: 8, Gal 5:19-21. This refers to every form of sexual sin: pre-marital sex or extra marital affairs. Any teaching or doctrine that directly or indirectly tolerates, palliates, permits or outrightly encourages sexual immorality is of the devil, no matter how well-presented it is.

iv. Loving the wages of unrighteousness- 2 Pet 2: 15
Cheating in the process of getting desired results, and holding that the end justifies the means.
Doctrine of Nicolaitanes

The doctrine of the Nicolaitanes has been severally explained:
i. Liberty from the law, even the moral law: we are free from the law but not from moral responsibilities of the new life in Christ. Rom 6: 14-15, 1Cor 9: 21, Gal 5:13, 19-21, 1Pet 2:16
ii. Suppressing the “laity” - Nicolaitanes is from two root words.

(a) "Nicao" meaning to conquer

(b) Laity

Nicolaitane therefore means “to conquer or suppress the laity”, whereas the Lord’s pattern of the New Testament leadership is:

· Every believer is a minister - John14:12, John15:16, Mark 16:17
· Leaders are to lead by examples, rather than rule by intimidation and suppression - Mat 23:8-11, 1Pet 5:3.
The force of influence a New Testament church leader commands derives from the power of an exemplary life. A leader cannot afford to be short on exemplary living. John 13:14-15, Mat 20:25-28, Phil 3:17, 1Thes1:6, 2Thes 3:9.
Repentance- The Key to Restoration

The church must repent of its errors, otherwise the Lord’s judgment will come upon her (1Cor 11:31-32) Are you caught up in a sinful habit? Repentance in the way out. Are you convicted of any wrong? Repent to make your way right again. Luke13:3, 5; Luke15;7; Act 3: 19
The church in Pergamos fought hard for their faith, even in a place when Satan’s seat was and prevailed, not loving their lives unto death. But they were unwittingly opening the door to the enemy by tolerating doctrines that breed permissiveness. The Lord frowned at this. We must earnestly contend for our faith, even doctrinally.

Concluding Question

1. What did the Lord commend in the church in Pergamos?

2. What are the Lord’s complaints about the Pergamos church?

STUDY 10

I KNOW YOUR WORKS X

MESSAGE TO THE CHURCH IN THYATIRA

Text:


 Revelation 2:18
Memory Verse: "I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the last to be more than the first." Revelation 2:19
Introduction 

The church in Thyatira in Asia Minor was the fourth that the Lord sent a message to. The first three were the churches in Ephesus, Smyrna and Pergamos. The message to the Thyatira church is first a commendation for her good works, charity, service, faith, patience and for abounding in good works. The issue the church had with the Lord was because she permitted a wrong doctrine to be taught and practiced among her people.

What the Lord commends:

1. Good works
– Rev 2:19
2. Charity 

– Rev 2:19, 1 Cor. 13:1-3,13, 1 Cor.14:1, 1 Cor. 8:1, 1 Cor. 16:4, Col 3:14, 1 Tim. 1:5, Rom. 13:10, John 3:14

This is the only one of the seven churches commended for her love.

3. Service – The church abounded in service, serving God and one another. The Lord was impressed. Matt. 4:10; Acts 27:23; Gal. 5:13; 1 Cor. 15:58
4. Faith - The church was exemplary in faith. We should build up our faith daily. Heb. 11:6, Acts 15:9; 16:5, Rom 1:17, Rom. 5: 1-2, Eph. 1:15-16, Eph. 2:8
5. Patience - The church cannot make success of her faith without patience; neither can she be of adequate influence without this fruit of the spirit. Gal. 5:22, Rom. 8:25, Rom. 5:6, Rom. 15:5, 2 Cor. 6:4; 12:12, 2 Thess. 1:4, 2 Tim. 3:10, Heb. 6:12, Heb. 12:1, James 5:7
6. Growing in Good Works- A church or an individual believer that is not growing is either sick or outrightly dead spiritually. God expects us to grow, not stagnating. Increase in God’s way. This church was commended of the Lord for growing in good works. Prov. 4:18, 2 Pet. 1:8, Luke 19:20-24, Eph. 4:15, 2 Thess. 1:3, 1 Pet. 2:2, 2 Pet. 3:18. 

The Lord desires to see these six things in our lives collectively as a church and individually as believers. 

The Blemish on The Church - Revelation 2:20

The Lord complained of the church opening her doors to Jezebel, a false prophetess, to 

· Teach wrong doctrines

· Seduce God’s servant to commit fornication

· Eat idol sacrifice

In spite of the prevailing error in the church, some stood fast. You can stand fast even in the midst of decadence (Rev. 2:24-25). The church ought not to allow anyone whose life is not in harmony with God’s word to teach, no matter how gifted he is.

Judgement on Jezebel

Anyone operating by the spirit of Jezebel in the church will be judged.

· The Lord gives opportunity to repent first. Rev. 2:21
· Shunning the call to repentance is sure invitation to God’s judgment. (Rev. 2:21-23)

The Lord judges Jezebel with

a. Infirmity and sickness – Rev. 2:22
b. Great tribulation – Disaster, losses, failures, rejection, loss of favour, fruitless labours, incurable sicknesses, lack etc. Rev. 2:22. 

The tribulation will be for everyone that partakes of sin.

c. Death – Loss of loved ones, loss of valuable things, premature termination of ministry, career, profession, valuable relationships. The person ceases to live, merely existing, and may die altogether. Rev. 2:23
d. Ridicule – Sin is a reproach. The unrepentant is brought to open ridicule (compare Prov. 6: 32-33)

Hold fast - Rev. 2:24-25

Other people’s sin must not be the reason for unrighteousness on our part. We must hold fast to the right we know. Never follow the multitude to do evil. Never give in to a bandwagon of evil. Exodus 23:2, Prov. 1:10
The church in Thyatira would have been perfect but for a group of heretics in her midst who indulge in sensuality and sexual immorality. The church of Jesus Christ should have zero tolerance for any form of corrupt lifestyle.

Concluding Questions

1. Mention and briefly explain those things the Lord commended in the Thyatira church.

2. What do you understand by the doctrine of Jezebel? How does God deal with Jezebel? 

STUDY 11
I KNOW YOUR WORKS XI

MESSAGE TO THE CHURCH IN SARDIS - PART 1

Text:


 Revelation 3:1-6
Memory Verse: "And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead." Revelation 3:1

Introduction

The church in Sardis is a very peculiar one. The Lord could not find a thing to commend in the church. Only a few individuals there had a right standing with the Lord. Nevertheless, the church had a reputation of being alive, when, in actual fact, it was dead. All the facades of a living church must have been visible whereas there was rottenness inside. How aptly this condition describes the state of some individual believers today. Though they had an impressive language and carriage, the life of God is gone out of them. The law of sin and death controls their lives. They are full of dead works and the works of the flesh. This is a wake-up call for all of us to examine our lives, deal with every deadness, arrest every form of putrefaction and allow the spirit of God to quicken us again. Nothing but a comprehensive revival can save a church or an individual that is in the condition of the church in Sardis.

Jesus Knows the Church

The following is what the Lord Jesus knew about the Sardis Church:

1. Nothing commendable about the church as an entity – Rev. 3:1
2. The church had a name she was alive and dead – Rom. 6:16; 6:23; 7:5; 8:6; 8:1-2, Rom. 14:17, 2 Cor. 7:10, James 1: 15, 1 John 3:14. This is a parlous condition. The church had a name in town, but was void of love. 1 John 3: 14.

· Strong propaganda

· Professionalism- the pastors and workers are professionals

· Religious works- dead works not prompted by obedience to God’s word and His spirit

· Righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy ghost which describe the kingdom of God are wanting.
· Fleshly excitement at services and meeting

· Word reduced to mere letters. May be intellectually profound but gives no spiritual edification

· No growth - the dead cannot grow

· No repentance

· No sacrifice

· No soul-winning- the dead cannot reproduce

· Spiritual things are boring

· Carnal apparatus must be employed to stimulate the people

· Works of the flesh, particularly sexual immorality abound

· Spiritual exercises like fasting, studying the word, praying, giving etc. are a great burden.

· Strife and malice abound.

· Competitive jealousy

These are some of the manifestations of an otherwise living church that is dead.

3.  The church was not completely dead yet. Could still be revived. Rev. 3:2. If anyone still confesses Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour by faith, there is still enough life in him to revive him. John 3:36
4. There was remedy for the perilous condition of the church.

Watchfulness - spiritual alertness, vigilance, identifying the threats in the environment.
· Watch against temptation – Mat. 26:41
· Watch against the devil’s attacks - Mat. 24:4
· Watch against defilements as we await the Lord’s return – Mark 13:33-35

· Be alert in the place of prayer – Mark 14:3, Luke 21:36
· Watch against wrong doctrines – Acts 20: 28-30
· Watch against weakness – 1 Cor. 16:13
· Watch in prayer – Col. 4:2, 1 Pet. 4:7, Eph. 6:18
· Watch against the work of the flesh – 1 Thess. 5:6
· Watch against discouragement – 2 Tim. 4:5
· Watch to hear His voice – Habk. 2:1
· Watch against the enemy’s attack – Nahum 4:1, 1 Pet. 5:8
· Watch unto edification – Jer. 31:28                               

· Watch unto unrelenting service – Mat. 12:37 

The Lord is gracious. Despite the seemingly hopeless condition of the Sardis church, He gave a remedy. Only that the church must be ready to follow through on the Lord’s prescriptions.

Concluding Questions

1. What do you understand by the phrase “thou hast a name that thou livest and art dead” (Rev. 3:1) as it applied to the church in Sardis.

2. What do you think the Lord meant when He said the Sardis church should be watchful?

STUDY 12

I KNOW THY WORKS XII

MESSAGE TO THE CHURCH IN SARDIS – PART 2

Text:


 Revelation 3:1-6
Memory Verse: 
Revelation 3:2: Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect before God.
Introduction

This is a follow-up to the last study on the Lord’s letter to the church of Sardis in Asia Minor as recorded in the book of Revelation. Because of the perfect knowledge of the life of the church, the Lord though unhappy with the condition of the church, prescribed what was needful to correct the ills that bedeviled the saints. Moreover, in the midst of the deep decadence, the Lord could still identify those who were faithful. Though few in number, the consistently good brethren were commended and given precious promises.

What the Lord Knew About the Church

1. There was a remedy for the perilous condition of the church

(a) Watchfulness ( see the last study)

(b) Strengthening what remains – Rev. 3:2

i. Strengthen the faith that remains – Eph. 2:8, Rom. 10:
ii. Strengthen the Christian discipline that remains

iii. Strengthen the character and joy that remains – Rom. 14:17. Enhance the kingdom atmosphere.

iv. Strengthen the prayer life and other means of grace. 1 Thess. 5:17
2. There was an urgency in the need for a revival for the church, otherwise she would be completely lost – Rev. 3:2
3. God’s expectation is perfect works – Rev. 3:2. We must strive against every imperfection in our lives and services.

4. Remember the first encounter with the Lord the fervent early Christian life, and return to that status.

5. Hold fast – Rev. 3:3. No trivializing with spiritual things. No profanity – Heb. 12:

6. Genuine repentance is imperative – Luke 13: 3,5

7. Judgment will come if the church fails to repent – Rev. 3:3. The judgment will come without further warning! (compare Prov. 29:1)

Even In Sardis – Rev. 3:4

It is instructive that as bad as the spiritual state of the Sardis church was, there were a few individuals that were living right. They did not defile their garment with uncleanness and sin. 2 Cor. 7:1. They lived holy – Rev. 7:14, Mark 7:20-23, Jude 23
The level of corruption, immorality, profanity, blasphemy, irreverence, callousness and lethargy around us is not an excuse for us not to do the will of God! We can stay pure like those few saints in Sardis!

Concluding Questions

1. Mention those things the Sardis church should do to be revived as discussed in this study?

2. Why do you think the few saints that were faithful in Sardis were able to stand in a dying church?

STUDY 13

I KNOW YOUR WORKS XIII

MESSAGE TO THE CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA

Text:


 Revelation 3:7-13

Memory Verse: 
Revelation 3:8: I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.
Introduction

This church positively stood out among the others. The Lord was so pleased with her that He opened His message with a precious promise. Altogether, the Lord gave four great and precious promises to this church, with no rebuke at all, only commendation. All that attracted divine pleasure to this church was her attitude to the word of God. They placed a high premium on the word, being doers, not hearers only. The conclusion of the Lord’s message was an encouragement to hold fast to the end.

The Lord Was Impressed

The church impressed the Lord:

1. The church had little strength but kept God’s word – Rev. 3:8

Maybe, this church was not an assembly of elites, not many wealthy, not many educated, not many with any great social stands; nevertheless the word was central to their lives.

(a) They did not just know or preach God’s word, they were doers of the word

James 1:22 – they did not deceive themselves

John 15:13 – they attracted divine goodwill

Psalm 111:10 – they had a good understanding

Psalm 119: 9, 11 – they lived pure lives

John 13:17 – they were happy

Read also Psalm 119:6; Luke 11:28; Acts 20: keeping the word of God makes a person blessed anytime, anywhere.

(b) They did not deny the Lord’s name; they were not ashamed of the glorious name of the Lord. Mark 8:38, Luke 9:26.

An individual that is not ashamed of the Lord but is proud of His glorious name cannot be ashamed. God honours him. This was exemplified in the church in Philadelphia. 

The Lord’s Promises to the Faithful Church

The Philadelphia church was faithful to the Lord’s name and word. Hence they were given these promises:
(a) Open door – Rev 3: 8
No man can shut the door opened by the Lord

(b) The enemy shall bow before them – Rev 3:8
This is an honour from the Lord. Those who wanted to put them to shame and persecute them bowed before them because God lifted them above their enemies.

(c) The Lord will make the enemy to know that they were loved of him- Rev3: 9
The Lord gave them preference, favour and honour publicly.

(d) The Lord will keep them from the hour of temptation- Rev 3: 10

The whole world would go through a trying time, but those that look and kept God’s word shall be spared.

Take Heed All The Same - Rev 3: 11


Though the church was doing well, she must take heed, for as long as we are in the flesh, we must not cast off the restraints of God’s word in our daily living and service:
(a) Hold Fast: Don’t ever slack in love, devotion, worship and service.

(b) Let no man take your crown: No looking back, no slothfulness, no compromise Heb10: 38-39, Luke 9: 62, Luke19: 20-26
Giving ourselves to the word of God indeed attracts untold blessings, His promise come to us and is fulfilled in our lives effortlessly when we do His will. Such was the story of the church in Philadelphia. It was a blessed church. You too shall be blessed as you commit to keeping His word in all circumstances.

Concluding Questions

1. What did the Lord see in the life of the church in Philadelphia?

2. Mention the promises the Lord gave the Philadelphia church one by one and give reasons, in your own opinion, why the Lord gave each of the promises.

STUDY 14

I KNOW YOUR WORKS XIV

MESSAGE TO THE CHURCH IN LAODICEA
Text:


 Revelation 3:14-22

Memory Verse: "I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot." Revelation 3:15

Introduction

The church in Laodicea is the seventh that the Lord sent a letter to. Though she had a reputation for her material wealth, the Lord’s impression of her was not complimentary. The church must have been distracted by her wealth to abandon the pursuit of things that truly matters to heaven. The most striking thing about the church was its lukewarmness. A state wherein zeal was absent was irritating to the Lord. He would spue the lukewarm church out of His mouth, casting her out like an abominable thing. Our service must never lack zeal. A lukewarm, insipid worship and service is newer acceptable to our Lord. 

The Lord Knows the Church

The Laodecea church was described according to the Lord’s assessment

1. The church was neither cold nor hot but lukewarm – Rev3:15-16
2. The church was self-deceived to think of herself being

(a) Rich

(b) Increased with goods

(c) No lack

Materials abundance is seldom a testimony that all is well with God Rev 3: 17

3. The true state of the church was that she was

(a) Wretched -  Rom 7:24
(b) Miserable- Psalm1: 1-2
(c) Poor – Luke12:19-21
(d) Blind – 2Pet1:5-9
(e) Naked – Gen 3:7, Jam 2:15 (sign of extreme shame and poverty)
Remedy for Self-deceived Church

 The Lord asked the church to do the following.

1. Buy (that is, pay the price for)

(a) Gold tried in fire – Psalm119:10-11
The word of God is above gold in value, it is tried in fire. Psalm12:6

(b) White raiment – This speaks of righteousness. Right living is of great value before the Lord. Rev7:14; 19:8
This provides cover, prevents shame.

(c) Anointing for the eyes – Eph1:18, this cures blindness

2. Be zealous – 2Cor 9:2, Col 4: 13, John 2:17; Isaiah 59:17
Our worship and service should be clothed with zeal at all times.

3. Repent – Repentance in the gateway to re-connecting with divine blessing.

The Lord’s rebuke and chastening is a demonstration of His love. We must respond positively to the Lord’s correction at all times. Rev 3:19; Heb12: 6-11

A positive attitude to divine chastening is very important.

Concluding Questions

1. What fault did the Lord see in the Laodicea church?

2. What remedy did Jesus prescribe for the inadequacies in the Laodicea church?

STUDY 15

THE CHURCH - Part I
 
TEXT:             Matt. 16:18; Acts 2:47

MEMORY VERSE:   “And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it”. Matt. 16:18 (KJV)
Introduction

The word Church was translated from the  Greek word “Ekklesia” meaning “the called out ones”. The Church therefore literally means the body of people that have been called out of the world of sin and works of darkness. This is the Church that the Lord Jesus promises to build. (Mat 16:18)

 The Church is not a building. It is a living organism. The Church is not a denomination. There are no plural churches with differing beliefs.  The Church is defined in the Bible as a people; more specifically the Church Jesus is building is his own literal Body, a living and breathing organism where Christ is the Head. Every believer in Christ is part of Christ’s Church.

 With this series of studies on the Church, we hope to increase our understanding and appreciation of the Lord’s Church, make sure that our concept of the Church is in harmony with the Bible, that we may contribute our quota in building the Body of Christ, to the end that we may give pleasure to our Lord and Saviour who purchased the Church with His precious blood.

I. THE MEANING OF THE TERM, CHURCH:
1. Derived from "Kuriakos" meaning "of or belonging to the Lord."

2. Translation of Greek term "Ekklesia" – the actual term used by Jesus and apostles in New 

     Testament.

A. The Greek word "Ekklesia"...
This word is a combination of two words: ek (out of) and kaleo (to call). The primary idea is that of being "called out" (I Pet. 2:9). The Church then in New Testament Scriptures means "A Called Out Body of People."

B. "Ekklesia" as used in the Christian sense...
The following are some of the uses of “ekklesia” in the Christian sense:

1)      "an assembly of Christians gathered for worship in a religious meeting" – I Cor. 14:19, 35

2)      "a company of Christians, or of those who, hoping for eternal salvation through Jesus Christ, observe their own religious rites, hold their own religious meetings, and manage their own affairs, according to regulations prescribed for the body for order's sake" – I Thess 1:1

3)      "those who anywhere, in a city, village, constitute such a company and are united into one body" – I Cor. 1:2

4)      "the whole body of Christians scattered throughout the earth" – Eph. 1:22-23

5)      "the assembly of faithful Christians already dead and received into heaven" – Heb. 12:22-23

Putting it most simply, we can think of the church in two primary senses:

The church universal - the whole assembly of people who are saved, both living and dead

The church local - a company of saved people in a geographical area who work and worship together as a local congregation

II. THE NATURE OF THIS CALLING:
1. Called of God - a Divine calling (I Pet.5:10; I Cor.7:15; II Tim.1:7-9).

2. Made possible by the suffering of Christ (I Pet.2:21).

3. Called by the gospel of Christ (II Thess.2:13-14).

4. Called out of darkness into light (I Pet.2:9).

5. Called into fellowship and peace of Christ-Into one Body (I Cor.1:9; Col.3:15).

6. Called to be children of God (Rom.9:25-26; I Jn.3:1).

7. Called to be Saints (I Cor.1:2; Rom.1:7).

8. A Holy Calling (I Thess.4:7; II Tim.1:9; I Pet.1:15).

9. A Heavenly Calling (Heb.3:1).

10. A Calling with Hope (Eph. 1:18; Php. 3:14; I Pet. 3:9)

 

CONCLUDING QUESTIONS:
Explain the following terms:

a. The Church Universal

b. The Local Church

2. The Church means “the called out ones”. What is the nature of this calling?

3. What is the ultimate hope of our calling?
STUDY 16
THE CHURCH II

THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH AND THE LOCAL CHURCH

TEXT:

Matt. 16:18; Acts 2:47

MEMORY VERSE:
“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.” Hebrews 10:25
INTRODUCTION
Our understanding of the nature of the church can be enhanced by contrasting the church universal with the church local and noting how the New Testament carefully delineates between the two. It must be clearly understood however that we demonstrate our love to the Lord Jesus Christ by our obedience and service through the local church.

I. THE CHURCH 'UNIVERSAL'
a. It is made up of all the saved, both living and dead Matt. 16:18; Heb. 12:22-24

b. The universal church is called the body of Christ (Eph. 1:22-23). There is only one body (Eph. 4:4) therefore, only one church.

c. One cannot join the church by one’s own volition. Rather, a person is added by the Lord Himself when saved – Acts 2:41, 47.

d. There is no agency on earth that keeps the registry of true members. Enrolment is in heaven; only the Lord knows those that are truly His – Heb. 12:23; II Tim. 2:19

e. The Lord is presenting to Himself a church holy and without blemish (Eph. 5:25-27). Those in the church who are sinning and refuse to repent will be cut off, cast out, spewed out – Jn. 15:2, 6; Rom. 11:19-22; Rev. 3:16. 

f. The church universal has organization. The organization that exists is spiritual in nature. Christ is the cornerstone, together with His apostles and prophets as the foundation, and all Christians are 'living stones' Eph. 2:19-22; I Pet. 2:5

g. The Lord's church universal cannot be divided. Those who would seek to divide the church through doctrine, conduct, etc., are simply cut off by the Lord Himself – Eph. 4:4

h. The church universal is made up of the saved, both living and dead. When believers die, they are still with Christ – Heb. 12:22-23; Php. 1:21-23; I Thess. 5:10.

II. THE CHURCH 'LOCAL'
a. A local church is made up of Christians in one geographical area e.g. the church at Corinth, the church of the Thessalonians – I Cor. 1:2; I Thess. 1:1

b. There are many local Churches. Paul had reference to local churches when he wrote Rom. 16:16 and Gal. 1:2

c. Begins whenever people join themselves together just as the church in Antioch began later than the church in Jerusalem – Acts 11:19-26

d. When one wishes to become an accepted member of the local church, they must "join themselves" to that church such as Paul sought to do when he came to the church in Jerusalem – Acts 9:26-28

e. Whether we are accepted into a local church is a decision made by the leaders or members of that church. Sometimes people are rejected when they should be received – III Jn. 5-10.

f. Since enrolment occurs through human judgment, fallible decisions can be made. A local church may therefore have some who are nominal Christians – Rev. 3:1-4

g. One can be saved, and not belong to any local church. Such was the case of the Eunuch immediately following his conversion and of Paul when he was in transit between Antioch and Jerusalem. However, this should be temporary – Acts 8:39; Acts 9:26

h. A local church when scripturally organized will have bishops and deacons. These bishops are also called 'elders' and 'pastors', whose role was to oversee and feed the local congregation – Php. 1:1; Acts 14:23; Acts 20:17, 28

i. Local churches can easily be divided over doctrine or personalities. Such was the case with the church at Corinth – I Cor. 1:10-13. This is not right.

j. When we die, our membership in a local congregation ends. Just as when Stephen died, he was no longer a member of the Jerusalem church – Acts 8:1-2

Every believer is expected to identify with a local church because:

1. It provides the platform for worship

2. It provides the platform for service to Christ and the Kingdom of God

3. It provides the platform for service to the Body of Christ, thus partnering with God to build the Church universal

4. It provides opportunity for the believer’s spiritual growth

5. It provides the platform for believers’ fellowship

6. It provides opportunity for the manifestation of God in a special way. Mat 18:20

7. It provides opportunity to mobilize men for specialized kingdom service.

Questions:

1. What do you understand by the terms ‘church universal’ and ‘church local’ 

2. Mention the differences between the two that you know.

3. Why should a believer be a member of a local Church though he belongs to the Church universal?

STUDY 17
THE CHURCH III

THE CHURCH AS THE BODY OF CHRIST

TEXT:

I Cor. 12:12-14, 27; Eph. 1:15-23

MEMORY VERSE:
“And hath put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be the head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him that filleth all in all.” Eph. 1:22-23 (KJV)

Introduction

The Church is the Body of Christ. Christ is the Head. The relationship between the Head and the the Body is both functional and ‘organic’. Similarly, the members of the body are ‘organically’ related and function together in a spiritual system. From Christ the Head, the body receives nourishment – Col. 2:19. We are members of the body, and one of another – I Cor. 12:27; Rom. 12:5.

 When Christ came to the world, He took on a physical body “prepared” for Him – Heb. 10:5; Php. 2:7. Through His physical body, Jesus demonstrated the love of God clearly, tangibly, and boldly – especially through His sacrificial death on the cross – Rom. 5:8. After His bodily ascension, Christ continues His work in the world through those He has redeemed – the Church now demonstrates the love of God clearly, tangibly and boldly. In this way, the church functions as the “Body of Christ”.

I. The Church Called the Body of Christ:

1. Church is the body of Christ (Eph.1:23; Col.1:18, 24).

2. There is One Body. This emphasizes the singularity of the Church (Rom.12:4-5; I Cor.12:20; 

Eph.2:16; Eph.4:4)

3. Christ is the Head of His Spiritual Body – The Church (Col.1:18; Eph.1:23; Eph.4:15-16)

4. Christians are members of the Body of Christ (I Cor.12:27)

5. Relationship to Christ as head – complete subjection (Eph.5:24)

6. Relationship to Fellow Christians as members – one of complete union and harmony (I Cor. 12:13-14; Eph.4:15-16).

II. THE MANY MEMBERED BODY

1. Many members united in one body (Rom.12:4-5; I Cor.12:12-20). 

2. We have different gifts (Rom. 12:4-8)

3. We have different tasks (Eph. 4:11-12; I Cor.12:14-19).

4. Each member equally important (I Cor.12:21-23).

Each member has responsibilities towards others in the same body:

Each member does its share (Eph.4:16).

· Maintaining unity and harmony (there must be no schism or discord among members (I Cor.12:24-25; Mk. 3:24; I Cor. 1:10)).

· Sympathetic interest and mutual care for each other (I Cor.12:25-27).

· Bound together as one body in Christ by ties of fellowship (I Cor.10:17)

· Deploying individuals’ gifts for the edification and growth of the body

· Receiving and accepting one another. Rom 15:5-7

III. RECEIVING AND ACCEPTING ONE ANOTHER (Rom. 15:5-7; Col. 3:14)

What does it mean to really love one another and receive one another in the body of Christ?

1. We must understand that we belong to one another (Rom. 12:5)

2. We must recognize our need for each other (I Cor. 12:21)

3. We must maintain a forgiving and forbearing attitude (Eph. 4:32; Col. 3:12-13; Prov. 27:17; II Cor. 5:16)

4. We must esteem others more important than ourselves (Php. 2:3-4)

5. We must be hospitable to one another (I Pet. 4:8-10; Rom. 12:13)

IV. CONTINUATION OF CHRIST’S WORK

1. Christ began the work – Acts 1:1; Acts 10:38; Lk. 19:10; Jn. 9:4-5

2. The church as the body of Christ is to continue the work – Acts 1:1-2; Jn. 14:12; Acts 1:8; Mk. 16:15-16; Matt. 5:14

Concluding Questions: 

1. What constitutes the Body of Christ?

2. Mention the functions of the members of the Body

· to the Head

to one another

STUDY 18
THE CHURCH IV

THE CHURCH AS THE HOUSEHOLD OF GOD I

TEXT:
I Tim. 3:15; Eph. 2:16-22

MEMORY VERSE:
“But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.” I Tim. 3:15
Introduction

 The Bible calls the Church the House of God. The word "house" is not used in this sense to refer to a physical building; it is used to refer to the family of God (Acts 10:2; Heb. 11:7; Eph. 2:19-20). In God's house, he is the Father (Eph. 3:14). Christ is a Son in this household; in fact he holds a supreme place in it (Heb. 3:6). But he is not the only son in this household; there are others and these are his brethren (Heb. 2:12; Matt. 23:8) presupposing that these children are also "heirs of God" (Rom. 8:15-16; Gal. 4:7). This condition is attained only when one becomes a part of God's family, the church. There are a number of lessons about the church which can be learned from this comparison:

I. God’s Home:

When we speak of the household of any man, we are talking about his home, his house, where he is master:

1. It is the place of God’s Dwelling. It is His house, He resides there. – II Cor. 6:16-18; I Peter 2:5.

2. It is the place of God’s Manifestation. The Master of the house shows forth his true self, for there he manifests his heart, soul, and concerns. In His Church, God reveals Himself like no other place – Ps. 50:2

3. It is the place of God’s Rule – Eph. 3:21; Col. 1:18

4. It is the place of the Fulfilment of God’s Choicest Purposes. In and for his own house a man works, spends money, plans, dreams, and executes those dreams. It is the Church that God has destined to use during this age to give forth the message of the Gospel and manifest His manifold wisdom to the world. Eph 3:10

II. Blessings In The Household of God:
There are blessings available to those who are members of the household of God which are not available to those who are outside the family of God:

1. Heirs of God – Rom. 8:15-17; I Pet. 1:4

2. Access to God as Father in prayer – Matt. 6:9; Matt. 7:9-11; Heb. 4:16 

3. An advocate with the Father – I John 2:1; Heb. 3:1; Heb. 4:14.

4. God's Fatherly Provisions – Those outside the family of God enjoy God's provisions of physical blessings at a level (Matt. 5:45), but God's spiritual blessings are only available in Christ (Eph. 1:3). As children of God, we have access to God's fatherly provisions – Matt. 7:7-8; Rom. 8:32; Jas. 1:17.

5. God's Fatherly Correction – Heb. 12:6-9; Heb. 5:8-9; II Cor. 12:9-10 

6. God's Fatherly Protection – Matt. 6:13; I Cor. 10:12-13; Php. 4:7; Ps. 121:3-8.

7. God's Fatherly Love – I Jn. 3:1; Rom. 1:18; Rom. 8:35, 38-39. 

8. Christians bear the family name. They have a unique identity – Eph. 3:14-15

Just imagine the benefits of being a part of God’s house. Many people will want to know how to become a part of this family . . . and it is possible for every single person (Zech. 8:20-23). It is by the new birth that a person becomes a member of God’s family. The family of God has the responsibility of drawing others to join it (Rom. 10:14-15; Mk. 16:15).

Questions: 

(1) If the Church is God’s house, how does that truth affect God’s dealing with mankind?

(2) What are the blessings of being a member of God’s house? 

How can we as children of God bring others into the household? 
STUDY 19
THE CHURCH V

THE CHURCH AS THE HOUSEHOLD OF GOD II

TEXT:
I Tim. 3:15; Eph. 2:16-22

MEMORY VERSE:
“But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.” I Tim. 3:15
Introduction

For as long as there have been households to belong to, there have been rules to direct household life. In principle, the rules are meant to provide the household with some order. It was particularly with the ideas of responsibility and order in mind that Paul drew on the household analogy to describe life in the church (I Tim. 3:15; II Tim. 2:20-21). Just as the earthly household has a human authority structure and different classes of people, so God's household has officers, men and women, parents and children, different generations, masters and slaves, who must all relate to one another in proper ways and carry out certain responsibilities.

Order is central to the life in a household. There is a proper way to relate to the different classes of people – the older, the younger and the leaders. (1Tim 5:1-2)

ETHICAL CODES IN THE HOUSEHOLD OF GOD:

i. Brotherly love – Heb. 13:1-3; Ps. 133:1; I Pet. 4:8; Acts 28:14-15; I Jn. 4:7
ii. Tolerance – Rom. 14:13-15; Gal. 3:28

iii. Forbearance – Eph. 4:2; Col. 3:13

iv. Courtesy – 1Pet 3:8; 1Tim 5:1-2  

v. Forgiveness – Lk. 17:3; Eph. 4:32; Gal. 6:1; Matt. 5:43-45; Matt. 6:14-15; II Cor. 2:7-8, 10-11

vi. Peace – Heb. 12:14; 2Tim 2:22

vii. Sincerity – Rom. 12:9; I Cor. 5:8; II Cor. 2:17; Eph. 6:6

viii. Truthfulness – Eph. 4:25; Zech. 8:16 

ix. Faithfulness – Rev. 17:14; Lk. 12:42-43; I Cor. 4:2

x. Obedience – Matt. 12:50; Heb. 13:17; I Pet. 1:14; Rev. 22:14; I Cor. 14:34; Eph. 6:1, 5; Heb. 5:8; Jas. 1:25

xi. Service – Lk. 22:26-27; Lk. 1:74-75; Lk. 15:29

xii. Patience – Rom. 12:12; Heb. 10:36; Jas. 5:7

xiii. Kindness/Goodness – II Pet. 1:5-7; Col. 3:12; I Tess. 5:15; Heb. 13:16

xiv. Honour – Rom. 12:10; Php. 2:29; I Thess. 5:12-13; I Tim. 5:17

xv. Discipline – Heb. 12:1-2, 5-8; Prov. 3:11-12; Rom. 5:9; I Thess. 4:3

xvi. Holiness – Heb. 12:14; I Pet. 1:16; II Pet. 3:11

CONCLUSION:

The household of God is built upon truth and nurtured through relationships. Both truth and relationships are to be emphasized in balance. We are to develop both as a household. We are to demonstrate truth in relationships, and thereby model the kingdom of God on the earth as a people. 

CONCLUDING QUESTIONS

1. Identify those qualities of a household that should be in a church

2. Describe the ethical code in the household of God.

STUDY 20
THE CHURCH VI

THE CHURCH AS THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST I

TEXTS: Luke1:30-33; Col. 1:12-18; Eph. 2:18-23 

MEMORY VERSE: “For he has rescued us from the kingdom of darkness and transferred us into the Kingdom of his dear Son”, Colossians 1:13 (NLT)
Introduction

A “kingdom” is the domain over which a king has dominion (authority) and reigns (Matt. 28:18). A citizen is a resident of a kingdom and enjoys privileges and opportunities which that kingdom offers. "Kingdom" is also used in a specific sense in regard to the "church" (Col. 1:13).

 The Bible identifies two key Kingdom issues: the Kingdom of God and the citizenship in this Kingdom.  The Kingdom of God emphasizes the domain, authority, and purpose while citizenship emphasizes the people in the Kingdom, what they have, and what they do.

The Church is where the authority of Christ is genuinely recognised at present. His dominion springs from the Church. It should be known however that the Church is merely a prototype of the kingdom of Christ. In the Church, the kingdom subjects willingly submit to the authority of Christ. But Christ shall reign over all ultimately literally and visibly:

· All must bow to Him  - Phil 2:9-11

· The kingdoms of this world must become His – Rev 11:15
GOD'S CHURCH IS A KINGDOM:

1. Kingdom was preached to be at hand – Matt. 3:2; Mk. 1:14-15.

2. Parables set forth Church as Kingdom – Matt. 13:24, 44, 45, 47.

3. A Spiritual Kingdom-not earthly – Jn. 18:36; Rom. 14:17; I Cor. 4:20; Lk. 17:20-21.

THE CHURCH IS “THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST”:

a. The church is referred to as the kingdom of Jesus – Col. 1:13; II Tim. 4:1; II Pet. 1:11; Rev. 1:9. This emphasizes the authority-making power in the church; Christ is King, He has all authority (Matt. 28:18, 20; 1 Tim. 6:15; Rev. 1:5; 17:14; 19:16). The church is neither a democracy, nor a republic. The citizens do not make the laws, they are made by the King.

b. The church, being the kingdom of Jesus, is subject to Christ according to God's will (Eph. 1:22-23; 5:22-24).
JESUS CHRIST AS KING:

a. It is well stated in the Scriptures – I Tim. 6:15; Rev. 17:14; Rev. 19:11-16

b. Jesus Christ acknowledged His Kingship – Lk. 23:1-3; Jn. 18:37.

c. His dominion – Matt. 28:18-20; Rev. 1:5-7, 17-18.

d. His throne and authority – Lk. 1:32-33; Eph. 1:18-23; I Pet. 3:22.

ESSENTIALS OF CITIZENSHIP IN THE KINGDOM:

1. All believers are citizens of Christ’s Kingdom – Eph. 2:11-13, 19; Php. 3:20; 

2. Entrance into the Kingdom is through the new birth – Jn. 3:5

3. Believers must do God's will – Matt. 7:21.

4. Believers must centre affections on Heavenly things – Col. 3:1-2; Php. 3:12-15.

5. Greatness in the Kingdom is measured by service rendered – Matt. 20:20-28.

6. Believers should manifest the character of the Kingdom – Rom 14:17

7. Believers should manifest the power of the Kingdom – 1Cor 4:20

Concluding Questions: 

1. Whose authority must be recognized exclusively in the Kingdom of Christ?

2. What are some of the obligations of citizenship?

3. How is greatness in the Kingdom measured?

STUDY 21
THE CHURCH VII

THE CHURCH AS THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST II

TEXT:
Matt. 6:33; Acts 5:29

MEMORY VERSE: But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. (Matt. 6:33, KJV)
Introduction
In the last study we mentioned that Kingdom citizenship identifies two Bible subjects:  The Kingdom of God and the citizenship in this Kingdom.  The Kingdom of God emphasizes the domain, authority, and purpose. Citizenship emphasizes the people in the Kingdom, what they have, and what they do.

In relation to citizenship, the Bible teaches what has been called “the two-kingdom concept.” the kingdom of God (or kingdom of heaven) and Satan’s kingdom (Jn. 18:36; Matt. 12:26)

We cannot be dual citizens of Christ’s kingdom and Satan’s kingdom, though many would like the “best” of both kingdoms (Matt. 6:24; Matt. 12:30). There is no such thing as the best of both kingdoms. They are mutually exclusive. 

I. Citizenship

 Just as every citizen of a country has a national heritage, national purpose, and confidence and 

courage from his citizenship, so God has given every believer in the church: 

a. His royal family heritage/inheritance – I Cor. 1:2; II Cor. 5:17; Eph. 2:13-22; Jn. 1:12; Rom. 8:14-17; Ps. 19: 7-14; II Tim. 3:16-17; Php. 2:1-4; Eph. 1:3; II Pet. 1:2-4; Matt. 6:33-34; Matt. 6:32-34; Php. 4:19.

b. His purpose or  mission – Matt. 28:19-20; Eph. 2:10; Eph. 3:10; I Cor. 12:4-7; Acts 23:11.

c. Cause for confidence and courage – Php. 1:28; Rom. 8:33-39; I Pet. 1:5; II Thess. 2:1-5

II. Our Primary Allegiance

Though we are citizens of an earthly kingdom, we owe our first allegiance to the kingdom of God. We are called to be obedient citizens of the government we are under, but Christians are, first of all, citizens of God’s kingdom (Matthew 6:33).

III. In the World But Not of the World

While Christians are subject to the government under which they live, the Scriptures speak of the believers as being not of this world. They are like travellers passing through a foreign country on the way to their true country. Heaven is their true fatherland and home (Heb. 13:14; Php. 3:20; I Pet. 2:11; Heb. 11:13). 

IV. Obligation to Earthly Government

Christians have the obligation to obey their government, only if it does not become incompatible with God’s laws. God’s laws supersede man’s laws:

a. As long as the laws of the land are not contrary to God’s law, they must be obeyed – Acts 5:26-29; Eccl. 12:13; Mk. 12:17; Rom. 13:1-7

b. When the instruction is contrary to God’s will we must be respectful but say “no.” – Acts  5:29).

Model Citizens

Apostle Peter tells the Christians that, because they are citizens of heaven, they should be model citizens of the nation to which they belong, (1 Peter 2: 13-15).

We are to give evidence of our heavenly citizenship by being good citizens on earth – Matt. 5:16; 

Php. 1.27; I Thess. 2:12; Eph. 4:1; Col. 3:17; Col. 3:23-24

Concluding Questions

1. What privileges and responsibilities do our citizenship of God’s Kingdom confer on us?
How should our citizenship of God’s Kingdom affect our citizenship of an earthly nation?

STUDY 22
THE CHURCH VIII

THE CHURCH AS THE TEMPLE OF GOD 

TEXT:
I Cor. 3:9-17; I Cor. 6:19-20; II Cor. 6:16

MEMORY VERSE:
“Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?” 1 Corinthians 3:16

Introduction

The temple is the place where God dwells. In the Old Testament, the temple was a building. However in the New, believers are God’s temple both individually and collectively.

At the individual level, the Human Body is the Temple of God.  The Holy Spirit lives in individual Christians. He expresses Himself through the believer. Also, at the collective level, God lives in the Body of believers. 
I
THE TEMPLE OF GOD

1.
The Place Where God Meets Those Who Worship Him:

a) In Old Testament:

i. In Tabernacle – Exod. 25:8-9; Lev. 26:11-12; Deut. 12:5; 16:2-6

ii. In Temple built by Solomon – II Chron. 7:12-16

iii. God's name recorded there – Exod. 20:24

b) In New Testament – Matt. 18:20; Rev. 2:13; Rev. 3:8; Col. 3:17; Acts 15:17; Eph. 3:14-15

2.
A Spiritual Building in Which the Spirit of God Dwells:

a) The building is the Church (Believers in Christ) – I Cor. 3:9; 16-17; Eph. 2:19-22; Heb. 8:2

b) Christ and Apostles the Foundation – Isa. 28:16-17; I Cor. 3:11; Eph. 2:20

c) Christians are the stones builded together into the Temple of God – Eph. 2:19-22; I Pet. 2:5, 6, 9-10

d) Christ Himself is the Chief Cornerstone – Eph. 2:20; I Pet. 2:6

e) Unbelievers and disobedient cannot be stones – I Pet. 2:7-8

f) Strength of building depends upon stones being securely cemented and builded together in peace and love – Eph. 2:21-22; Eph. 4:1-3, 16

3.
The Temple Must Be Built According to God's Plan:

a) God's plan revealed to man – Exod. 25:8, 10-39; I Chr. 28:10-19

b) Temple to be built according to God's plan revealed to man – Exod. 25:8-9, 40 (Heb. 8:5); II Chr. 3:1-3; I Cor. 3:10-15

II
HOW MIGHT ONE DESTROY THE TEMPLE OF GOD?


The Local Church (a community of believers) may be destroyed:

a) Through religious strife – I Cor. 1:10-13; I Cor. 3:1-4; Gal. 5:15

b) Through destructive doctrine – II Pet. 2:1-3; Acts 20:29-30; I Tim. 4:1-3

c) Through slothful service – Prov. 18:9; Prov. 24:30-34; Rom. 12:11; Heb. 6:12

d) Through sin – Isa 52:11; 2Cor 7:1; Hab 1:13

Concluding questions:

1. What kind of building is the Temple of God today? 
2. Upon what does the strength of the Temple depend?

STUDY 23

APOSTLE PAUL – A MAN OF GRACE AND POWER

Text: Acts 9:1 – 22

Memory verse: Acts 9:15 

“But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before     Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel”

Introduction.
Saul of Tarsus was a Jew, from the tribe of Benjamin. He was devoted to Judaism, very zealous. He was a Pharisee, a noble sect that gave leadership in the worship of Jehovah in the practice of Judaism. 

He was a lawyer. He had the best education available in his days. Saul of Tarsus was an intellectual of no mean standing. As a young man, he was very promising. He demonstrated his zeal for his religion by being at the vanguard of persecuting the Christian, who at that time were peddling teachings that slighted the tenets of his religion.

But one day, he had an encounter with Jesus of Nazareth in a never – to – be forgotten version. The encounter led to his dramatic conversion to Christianity. He was never the same again. His name was subsequently changed to Paul. He later became an apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is our prayer that as we review the life of this great man that walked the face of the earth, each one of us will have such an encounter with God that will bring a complete transformation into our lives.

It is remarkable that, from available records, Apostle Paul is undoubtedly one of the greatest Christians that ever lived. His walk with Jesus was close. His life serves as a virile example to us as Christians today, teaching us how to live the Christ life, to enrich humanity and gladden the heart of God. The life of Apostle Paul has been an inspiration for men of all ages. 

Paul’s Background

1. A Jew from the tribe of Benjamin Phil. 3:5. His name Saul means ‘asked or prayed for’. He was from the city of Tarsus – a great city Acts 9:11, Acts 21:39. His name later changed to Paul following his conversion Acts 7:58, Acts 13:9

2. He was raised as a Pharisee like his father Acts 23:6. His parents taught him the doctrines of the Pharisees from when he was a child Acts. 26:4

3. He also enjoyed Roman Citizenship. This reflects that he came from a wealthy influential family. His family already had this honour of Roman citizenship before he was born. Acts 22:25-28, Acts 25:11

4. Paul was well educated – sent to be educated under Gamaliel in Jerusalem. Acts 22:3, Gamaliel was one of the best read scholars at that time. Acts 5: 34-39

5. In addition he learnt a trade. He was not lazy but gainfully employed. He sustained his ministry from his earnings as a tent maker. Acts 18:3, Acts 20:34, I Cor. 10:12, IThes. 2:9, II Thes. 3:8.

6. Everything he did, he did with all his heart. There was no half measure with him.

· As a Pharisee – excellent – Acts 26:5

· As a persecutor of the church – beyond measure Gal. 1:13-14

· As an apostle – he labored more abundantly – I Cor. 15:10

All these enabled him accomplish much for the Lord. In the next section we shall briefly look at some of what he was able to accomplish for God.

His Accomplishments

1. Fourteen of the 21 new testament epistles are attributed to him – Romans, Ist and 2nd Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Ist and 2nd Thessalonians, 1st and 2nd Timothy, Titus, Philemon, and Hebrews. All these letters written years ago to these churches and individuals are still as relevant and insightful to the church today.

2. He undertook 3 great missionary journeys. Taking the gospel to much of the known world in his days Acts 19:10.

3. He won many souls and planted numerous churches

4. He was able to preach the gospel before the governor and the king. Acts 24:10, Acts 26: 27-29

5. He raised other great ministers for God. I Tim. 1:2, Titus 1:4

6. God made him to perform mighty miracles – Acts 15:12, Acts 19:11-12

7. He established, strengthened, appointed leaders for churches in almost all the cities he preached to  - Acts 14:23

The Lord has a specific assignment for each one of us. The only requirement to fulfilling His purpose is to yield fully to him. In subsequent studies we shall examine other aspects of his life including his relationship with God and with other men.

Concluding Question

1. What lesson about God’s calling on a man’s life can you learn from Paul’s background?

STUDY 24

APOSTLE PAUL - HIS COMMISION

Text: Acts 22:3-21, Acts 26:14-20

Memory verse:” Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus”. Phil. 3:12

Introduction 

 God has a definite purpose for every believer in Christ. There is a ministry that has been assigned to each one. Paul was able to identify God’s specific call for his life early and this gave him purpose. His sole purpose became to lay hold of that for which Christ took a hold of him.

It is in identifying God’s call that our lives can be purposeful and fulfilled. God commissioned Paul as the Apostle to the gentiles, and he spent his life in the pursuit of this call. At the end of his life, Paul could boldly say that he was ready to meet his master because he had run and finished his course well IITim. 4:6-8. May we all discover and fulfill God’s purpose for our lives and finish well.

Paul’s Call

1. At conversion, God made his call for him known and God confirmed it severally. 

a. God told Paul his specific assignment Acts 22:10, Acts 26: 14-18

b. God gave Ananias the revelation of his assignment for apostle Paul Acts 9:13-16.

2. When he went up to Jerusalem after his conversion  - Acts 22:17-21

3. When he went to Antioch – Acts 13:1-3

However it tasked Apostle Paul sometimes to fully understand that he was commissioned to preach the gospel to the gentiles. He started out preaching to Jews and at Jewish Synagogues in the cities he visited – Acts 13:4-5, Acts 18:4-7

When the Jews would not listen, he became bold and began to fully pursue God’s call – as an apostle to the gentiles Acts13:46-47,Gal. 2:7-8, Rom. 15:15-16, Rom. 11:13.

Discovering And Fulfilling Your Call

1. Take time to pray and seek God’s face – Acts 22:17-21

2. Use whatever gift or talent God has given you to serve him

3. Make use of every opportunity to do something in the house of God under the instruction of your pastor or leader

4. What is it you have a passion for? 

5. Take time to prepare – Eph. 1:16-18

6. Spend time on studying and training yourself to acquire the needed skills IThes 4:11, Psalm 78:72

7. Develop relationship with mentors – people who can guide or correct us when we are wrong Gal. 2:1-2

8. Depend of God –fulfilling can only be by his grace

STUDY 25

Paul - A Man Given To The Word

Text:
-
Galatians 1: 15-22; Psalm 119:45-48

Memory Verse: “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.” Colossians 3:16

Introduction

Apostle Paul was a man that made giant strides for the Lord while on earth.  He walked with uncommon closeness to the Master and towered high above the other Apostles in accomplishments.  One of the major areas of his strength is his attitude to the word of God.

He was a man that would hear, read, study, meditate on, practise, and teach the word of God.  He had an unusual revelation from Old Testament scriptures and was an excellent teacher, his life also reflecting the truth he professed.  By his life, we are taught how the Christian should relate to the word of God.

Paul and The Word of God

1. He studied the Old Testament and received revelations from God.  Gal. 1: 15-20, 2: 2; 1 Cor 11: 23, 2 Pet3: 15-16; I Cor 9: 9-10. He actually loved the word of God and spent time with it.

2. His prescription concerning the word 

· Hearing the word

 – 
Rom 10:17

· Reading the word

-
1 Tim 4: 13, Col4: 16

· Study


-
2 Tim2: 14-15

· Meditate


-
1 Tim 4: 15

· Believe the word

-
Heb 4: 1-3

· Do the word

-
2 Tim 2:2

· Teach others

-
2 Tim 2: 2. 2 Thes 2:15,  Act 20: 20, 27

3. His understanding of the power in the word.

· Acts 20:32

-
The word builds up, it edifies; It delivers us our inheritance

· Rom 10:17

-
 The word builds faith

· Romans 15:4
-
The scriptures gives comfort and hope

· 1 Cor 10:11
-
The word is for our examples and admonition

· 2 Tim 3: 16
-
The scripture is profitable. It equips us for good work

· Heb 4:12

-
The word is powerful

· Eph6:17

-
The word is a spiritual weapon

· Rom 1: 16

-
Power to save is in the word

· Eph 5:26

-
Cleansing power is in the word

· Gal 1: 8

-
It is the ultimate standard.

Apostle Paul had profound reference for the word of God.  This is a model for all believers.

God honours those who honour his word - Is 66:2; Psalm1: 1-3; Rom 4: 3;Mat7: 24-27

The word of God is the secret of the champions.  Let us fill our lives with the word both in knowledge and practice.  Our lives will become a delight to heaven and joy to the earth.

Concluding Questions

1. What was Apostle Paul’s prescription to the believer concerning the word?

2. Outline the practical steps you will take for the word of God to dwell in you more richly.

STUDY 26

Apostle Paul - A Man Given To Prayer – Part I

Text:
-
Colossians 1: 9-14; Eph 3: 14-21

Memory Verse: - “For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding”  Colossians 1: 9

Introduction

Apostle Paul was a man given to prayer.  From the available records, it can be concluded that the Apostle saw prayer as a necessity in everything.  Every move he made was first a prayer subject.  Every challenge was taken to God in prayer. Every desire in his own life and of others was subjected to prayer.  Apostle Paul really taught men to pay, first by example and also by precept.

The Apostle’s prayers were very classical. They presented a model for the believer.  A few of those prayers will be studied to learn some principles of an effective prayer life.

Paul’s Prayer Life

The Apostle was given to prayer:

1. He interceded for others:

(a) Groups of people 
-
Phil 1:9; Col 1:9; Eph 1: 15; 3:14; Phil 1:4

(b) Those in authority
-
1 Tim 2: 1-2

(c) All Men

-
1 Tim2:1

(d) The nation of Israel
-
Rom 10:1

(e) All Saints

-
Eph 6: 18

2. He took his own personal challenge to God in prayer – 2Cor12: 8-9

3. He prayed through issues
-
2 Cor 12: 8-9

4. He prayed consistently
-
Col1:9;

Apostle Paul Teaches Christians To Pray

(a) Pray about every concern
-
Phil 4:6

(b) Pray before meals

-
1 Tim 4:5

(c) Pray for others


-
1 Tim 2:1

(d) Pray for those in authority
-
1 Tim 2: 1-2

(e) Pray for our nation

-
Rom 10:1

(f) Pray for the saints

-
Col 1:9; Phil1:4; 2 Thes 1:11

(g) Pray for Ministers of God
-
2 Thes3:1; 1 Thes 5:25; 2 Cor1:11

(h) Prayer is a vital aspect of our christian lives and service      -         1 Thes 5: 17; Col4:2; 2 Thes 3:1; 1 Tim2:8

It has been said that you cannot do more than praying until you have prayed.  That is very true.  Prayer was a central and vital issue in the life and ministry of Apostle Paul.  That is a big lesson for us.  That position is not negotiable for all those who want reach their goal and finish strong.

Concluding Questions

1. Describe Apostle Paul’s prayer life

2. What lessons can we learn from (1) above?

STUDY 27

Apostle Paul
-  A Man Given To Prayer – Part II
Text:
-  Ephesians 1:15-23; 3:14-20

Memory Verse: “ For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”
- Ephesians 3:14

Introduction


No doubt, Apostle Paul prayed much in his life and ministry. The volume was there. However, more important was the quality of those prayers. Principles of an effective prayer were clearly expressed in each of those recorded prayers. It is therefore profitable to look into some of those principles and be instructed.

 Principles Taught in Apostle Paul’s Prayers

         1.)   Worship –Eph 3:14-15

2.) Thanksgiving-Rom 1:8; Eph1:15-16, Eph5:20; Phil 1:3; 4:6; Col1:3; 9-12; Col2:7; Col4:2 I Thess1:2; 2:13; 5:18 Thanksgiving is emphasized in every prayer. It should form a prominent portion of any prayer at all. We should approach God with a grateful heart at all times.

    3.) Prayer with focus – Eph 3:14; Col1:9; I This 2:13;

           4.) Concern for the well-being of others matter:

- Knowledge of God’s will- Col1:9

- Wisdom -Col 1:9; Eph1:17

- Spiritual understanding – Col1:9; Eph1:17

- Walking worthy of the Lord – Col1:10

- Obtaining divine approval- Col1:10

- Fruitfulness – Col 1:10

- Increasing Knowledge of God – Col 1:10

- Strength – Col 1:11; Eph3:16

- Patience, longsuffering and joy (fruit of the spirit) Col1:11

- Understanding the riches of our inheritance – Col. 1: 12

-  Understanding the working of God’s power – Eph. 1:19 – 20

- Perpetual reality of indwelling Christ – Eph. 3: 17

- Understanding the full dimension of God’s love – Eph. 3: 18 -19

- The fulness of God – Eph 3:19 

- Salvation of sinners – Rom10:1

- Preservation from defilement- 1 Thes 5:23

- God’s mercy on others – 2 Tim 4:16

(5) Prayer for effectiveness in our service – Thes 3:1; Rom 15:31-32

(6) Prayer for deliverance from wickedness and evil – 2 Thes3:2 Rom15:30-31

(7) Prayer for removal of distraction to our assignment and well being 2 Cor12:8-9; Phil 4:6

(8) Prayer in the spirit (in unknown tongues) – Rom8:26; 1Cor14:15-18

 Paul’s prayer were never complaints but focused requests, driven by love for God and His (God’s) saints, burden for the unsaved and desire to fulfill his life’s assignment.(compare Act 20:24). He teaches us also that whatever is big enough to give us concern is sufficiently important to pray about (Phil4:6).

Concluding Questions

1. Mention important features of an effective prayer

2. Mention possible prayer points for an effective prayer

STUDY 28

Apostle Paul – A Man’s Encounters With God

Text:
-  Acts 9:1-22; 26: 12-19

Memory Verse:” Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision”
          Acts 26:19

Introduction

Apostle Paul started out in life as a persecutor to Christians and Christianity.  His first encounter with the Lord however changed the course of his life dramatically and permanently.

This man Paul had other recorded encounters with the Lord in visions and through the revelation of the word of God in a manner that shaped his life and ministry substantially.  Each of the encounters Paul had holds a vital lesson for the believer today.  The most notable of these recorded encounters will be looked into in this study.

Paul’s Visions

Paul was a man that had notable visions in his life.

(a) A vision of the Lord Jesus Christ -  Act 9:3-6; 26:12-19

This led to his conversion and call to ministry.

(b)  A vision in the course of Missionary Journey.  Acts 16:9-10

Direction was given the Apostle as to where to invest his labour at a particular time.  He was thus enabled to do the right thing in the right place at the right time.  That is what produces success in any endeavour!

    ©
A vision in at Corinth  -  Acts18:9-10

Encouragement was given to Paul in the course of preaching the gospel in a hostile environment.  Divine protection and success was assured him.

    (d)    A vision of an angel during a dangerous voyage – Act 27: 21-25

Paul was caught up in a very dangerous voyage.  The life of everyone on board, including Paul, was threatened.

   (e)    The Lord stood By Paul in the Midst of Sore Persecution – Acts 23: 10-11

Paul was arrested for preaching the gospel and brought before Council in Jerusalem.  Certain individuals were bent on killing him.  The Lord assured him of protection and a continuing ministry.

  (f)
A vision of Paradise – 2 Cor 12:1-4

Paul was shown a vision of Paradise and was given certain insights and instructions.  This experience shaped his ministry, deepened him convictions and strengthened him to go on.

Other Encounters.

1. In seeking God for solution to a personal problem – 2 Cor12:7-10

He heard the voice of the Lord assuring Him of sufficient grace in life’s difficult terrains.

2. Revelation of The Gospel Message -   Gal1:15-33

Paul, immediately after his conversion, had a prolonged retreat in Arabia.  He had an encounter with God through the revelation of His word.

3. His Call to Missionary Work  -  Acts 13:1-3

This happened in a fellowship with other believers, through a word of prophecy.

Paul was obedient in all the recorded cases of his encounters with God.  The value of any encounter with God is enjoyed only when we obey the leading and/or instruction given us.

Concluding Questions

1. Mention the encounters Paul had with God as discussed in this study.

2. Bring out the lessons contained in three of these encounters.

STUDY 29

Apostle Paul – A Man Of Deep Persuasion - Part I
Text: Rom 8: 35 – 39; 2 Tim. 1:15

Memory verse: Romans 8:38-39

“For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,

Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Introduction

One thing was evident in the life of Paul, the Apostle, his persuasions about God, divine ways and his (Paul’s) assignment were very deep and strong. He was not a man given to vacillations neither was he ever found to tackle issues half – measure. He would go the whole hog to fulfil what he believed to be the divine mandate for him. His life was very vibrant and inspiring even under an otherwise depressing circumstance. He was stable. His steps were sure. What a model for a life of unhindered progress! The whole world, they say, stands aside for the one that knows where he is going.

Paul’s Persuasions

The Apostle had a deep and strong persuasion of the depth, extent and possibilities of God’s love

Romans 8: 38 – 39

· Persuaded of the love of God being strongly binding.

· This is a stabilizing factor in the midst  of storm (compare Rom. 4: 21)

· It is a persuasion that promotes resilience -  Acts 20 : 24

· It inspires great confidence in life 

· It provides strength for living

(a)The Power of God’s Love

The power of God’s love surpasses all the known opposing forces in the universe. Paul was persuaded about this: 

1. God’s Love is stronger than Death – Romans 8:38

      I Cor. 15:54 – 55; 2 Tim 1:10; Phil. 20: 28; Heb. 2:14 - 15

The fear of death has driven men to extreme positions and deformed their lives. Their decisions have been largely regulated by this factor. But for us believers, death has been conquered by our Lord Jesus Christ. We are delivered from fear of death. We know being absent from the body is being present with the Lord. The possibility of death should only fuel our love for the Lord the more! By the power of God’s love, we overcome death. For us to die is gain (Philippians 1:21)
(2) God’s Love is better than Life – Romans 8:38

     Acts 17:28; Acts 20:24; Rom 14:8; Phil 1:20; 1 Tim. 4:8 

Love for life is only an impetus for our love for Christ. Life is good in Christ. 

Really, best life is possible only in Christ!

John 10: 10; 1 Tim 4: 8; Psalm 63: 3.

When someone who understands the love of God is pulled in two opposite directions by the strong instinct to live at one end, and the love of God at the other, he will rather tilt toward the love of God. For us to live is Christ! (Philippians 1:21). Live is not worth living without Christ.    

(3) Angels are not powerful enough to dissolve the bond of God’s Love – Romans 8:38

     Gal. 1:8; Heb. 1:13-14; Col.2:18

Angels are powerful. They deliver messages from God. They cannot be ignored when they are sent to intervene in human affairs (compare Heb. 2: 1 – 3), Great as the authority of an angel is, the bond of the love of God on us is by far stronger. An angel’s (spiritual) authority can not pull us away from God’s love. In other words, no spiritual authority is great enough to remove or weaken the bond of God’s love. He loves us beyond any opinion and /or authority of any created being. If an angel‘s word or activity violates God’s love, the angel in wrong, but the love of God is still valid. 

(4) Principalities cannot separate us - Romans 8:38

Col. 2:15; Eph. 19:23; Eph 2:6

Principalities are authorities, spiritual or political. A spiritual principality in the kingdom of darkness may wield much power to becloud us from the love of God, he cannot succeed. For the worst he can do to pull us away from God’s love is by far weaker than the bond of His love.

(5) Powers cannot separate us - Romans 8:38

Eph.1:19-23

Powers are another hierarchy of political and spiritual authority. They are too weak to dissolve the bond of His love on us, even when they are at their worst. In Christ, we have adequate authority to put them in their right place, that is, under our feet.

An understanding of the love of God gives us a profound sense of security in this world. It puts springs in our steps as we run the race set before us with patience.

Concluding Questions

1. Neither death nor life can separate us from the love of God in Christ. Explain.

2. Explain what effect our understanding of the power of God’s love should have on our daily Christian living.

STUDY 30
APOSTLE PAUL – A MAN OF DEEP PERSUASIONS – PART II

Introduction

We are naturally swayed in the direction of our persuasions, most of the times. Apostle Paul was such a man that was persuaded of the power of God’s love and God’s abilities. His persuasions gave him stability and the up - thrust that caused him to soar like an eagle.

Further to those persuasions examined in the last study, more shall be looked at in this one (study). We develop a robust sense of security when we are truly persuaded of God’s ability to keep us and all that are of value to us.

The Apostle Was Persuaded: 

1. That the Bond of God’s love is stronger than the strongest that the present reality can exert on us. Romans 8:38; 1 John 2: 16- 17 

The object of our love is invisible (1 Pet. 1:8; 1 Tim 1: 17). Yet He is very real and His love can be felt in our deepest being, with tangible manifestations. Man is prone to be glued to what the senses can relate to immediately, the bond of the love of the invisible God is stronger than the pull of the senses and the desire for immediate gratification. 

2. Things To Come cannot separate us from the love of God

Eph. 1:9; 1 Cor. 15:19; John 14: 1, 19 

There will never be a discovery of a force stronger than the love of God. Men discover only what has been in existence but was concealed. There is no such thing, (neither will it ever be) that can overcome the bond of the Father’s love. Besides, the fear or anticipation of the future can drive an individual into certain moulds. For the child of God, there is nothing to expect in this life (positive or negative) that will never compare with God’s love.

3. Height cannot pull us away

Phil. 3: 7-8; Jeremiah 9:23-24; 1 Cor. 1:31; 2 Cor. 10: 17 

Height of joy, accomplishment and fulfillment can only draw us closer to God.

4. Depth cannot separate us
Job 13:15; Ps. 23:4; Proverb 14:32

Depth of sorrow, loss, pain, affliction, failure, rejection and disappointment can only draw us closer to God.    

5. Neither can any other creature dissolve the bond of His love

No created being possesses enough authority, power or attraction that is capable of overcoming the bond of God’s love in Christ.   

Persuaded Of God’s Ability To Keep Any Treasure Put In His Care. 

The Apostle forsook many things that were important to him – relationships, ambition, honour, earthly treasures etc. and lived in jeopardy constantly to fulfill the divine mandate on his life. He, as it were, kept all those things in God’s hands.  He was not stripped of them. It was his persuasion that his life was very safe in God’s hands, perils notwithstanding. He knew that he had not lost any material possession or social status, despite the apparent lack and contempt he suffered because of all those things. His persuasion was that he kept them safely in God’s hands and he would have them back in an improved form ultimately.

This persuasion strengthened him exceedingly. 

Be persuaded of God’s ability to keep you and all yours.

· Is 43: 2; Luke 21: 18; Mat. 10: 29-31; Acts 21:33-36; 1 Peter 5:7 Ps. 5:55:22; Mat. 6:25; Heb. 13:5

Is any thing important to you? Commit it to God and it is safe for the rest of time! Free yourself from anxieties.

This study is a direct continuation of the last one. The supremacy of the power of God’s love was one of Apostle Paul’s principal persuasions. Nothing in existence or that can be anticipated is strong enough to pull us away from the Father’s love. How comforting this truth is! His love will triumph over any situation at all times.

Apostle Paul also had a strong persuasion about God’s ability. Specifically, he was persuaded that God is able to keep any treasure committed to Him safe to the end. Our lives, future and cherished treasures are all safe in His hands. This persuasion frees from anxieties and thus spares us from major distractions to fulfilling our lives assignments. An anxiety - free life possesses more useful energy for productive living.  

Concluding Questions

1. Mention those things Apostle Paul was persuaded of as discussed in this study?

2. What value do right persuasions add to our lives?    

STUDY 31

PAUL – A MAN OF DEEP PERSUASION PART III

Text: Galatians 5: 1-12

Memory verse: Galatians 5:7

“Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth?”
INTRODUCTION
The last two studies outlined some of those persuasions that drove Paul’s life and ministry. They undoubtedly gave him the needed energy to pursue and fulfill God’s mandate on his life.

The Apostle however hinted that not all persuasions might have come from God. In that case, the persuasion would be weakening and destructive. It will lead to confusion and cause the man of wrong persuasion to sink. The least injury that a wrong persuasion inflicts is hindrance, whereas a right persuasion gives speed.

WHAT MAKES A PERSUASION WRONG?

1. A persuasion is wrong when it contradicts the word of God, whether expressly or implicitly. – Isaiah 8:20

2. If it is not in agreement with the gospel message – Gal. 6:9

3. If it is disagrees with God’s nature

(a) God is a spirit – He is invisible  ( John 4: 24)

(b) God is Light – John 1:5

(c) God is Love – 1 John 4: 17

(d) God is a consuming fire – Heb. 12:29

4. If it is contrary to God’s attributes of 

(a) Eternity of being – Deut.33:27; Rom. 1:20; 1 Tim. 1:17

(b) Self – existence – Ps. 36:9; John 1:4; 5:26

(c) Immutability – James 2: 17; Heb. 13:8

(d) Omnipotence – Rev. 19:6

(e) Omniscience – (this makes Him infusible) – 1 Sam. 2:3; Rom.8:29-30 

(f) Omnipresence – Acts 17:27-28; Psalm 139: 7-12

(g) Holiness – 1 Peter1:16

(h) Righteousness – Deut. 32:4

(i) Love – 1 John 4:8,16

(j) Faithfulness – I Cor. 1:9;10:13

(5) If it is not in conformity with principles of Love  

Mat. 22:37-40; Rom 13:10; 1 John 4:7

(6) If it in no way glorifies God
1 Cor. 10:31; 2 Cor. 1:20; Phil. 2:11

(7) If it is defiles the conscience 

Rom.14: 20, 23; Rom.9:1; Acts 23:1; 24:16

(8) If it is not in line with God’s revealed will 

Acts 26: 19; Rom. 8:14

Our persuasions rule our lives. It is important we get it right. When people live by wrong persuasions, their ways are hard; often they set themselves against the plan and purpose of God or else they enjoy only a discounted version of divine benefits. Apostle Paul aligned His persuasions strictly with divine principles and warned his spiritual children against wrong persuasions.

Concluding Questions

(1) How can you identify a wrong persuasion?

(2) Mention a few examples of wrong persuasions people live by.  

STUDY 32

APOSTLE PAUL : A MAN OF GREAT COURAGE

Text – Acts 20: 17-35; 27:18​-25

Memory Verse: ” But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.” Acts 20:24
A critical study of the new testament  reveals Apostle Paul as a man of great courage. Though he was not part of the 12 apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, nevertheless he stood out in doing exploits for the Lord. He wrote virtually two thirds of the new testament. He was a man compassed around by all manners of limitations but he still went on to fulfil the purpose of God for his life. Through his courageous life he became a trail blazer by doing what others never did before. He ventured into areas where no one else ever went. Life is full of obstacles on our way to destiny fulfilment and we need to be courageous for us to overcome these challenges. In fact courage will determine how far we can go in fulfilling the purpose of God for our lives.

(a) What is courage?

·  Ability to control fears in a dangerous /unpleasant situation.

· Ability to act positively in an adverse or contrary situation.

· Ability to stay calm in challenging times.

· It also means to be bold in confronting negative situations Prov. 28:16 

· Ability to bounce back when all hopes seem lost. 1 Sam. 30:6

(b) Apostle Paul a man of great courage.

He preached the word despite 

1. Many limitations- He even had a thorn in the flesh 2 Cor. 12:9

2.  In adverse situation -2 Cor. 1:8-10, Acts 16:23-25. He did not allow the negative situation he experienced to debar him from doing the work of God.

3. He preached the word where nobody ever dared to preach.  Rom. 15:19-20, 1 Cor. 3:10

4. He confronted established authority in the church when they were leading people astray doctrinally Gal 2:11-16.

5. He preached before the kings of the Land -Felix and Agrippa.  Acts 26:1.

6. Despite all negative reports and prophesies that could discourage him from doing what God had called him to do, he still went ahead to embark on the journey to spread the good news. Acts 21:13-14.

7. He risked his life to preach the gospel. Acts 9:23-24

8.  He fulfilled his life assignment. He faced death with courage. 2 Cor. 5:1-9

·  Jesus also was a man of courage- He faced the cross with courage despite been deserted by his followers – Heb 12:2-3

· David was a man of courage- he faced Goliath the giant and killed him.  1 Sam. 17:37

· Daniel was a man of courage – he went to pray  to his God even when  a decree of death had been passed for anyone who  prayed.  Dan. 6:9-10.

HOW CAN WE DEVELOP COURAGE?

· By living a righteous life.    Prov. 28:1b 

· By developing a deep knowledge of the Lord through fellowship. Quality stay in His presence. Dan 11:32; Acts 4:13

· Study and meditate on the word of God     Josh 1:8

· Yieldedness to the Holy Spirit. 

· Walking by faith. Psalm 16:8; Heb 12:2

· Relationship with people that are courageous (through personal interaction, electronic interaction, listening to them, reading). Prov 13:20

· Confronting challenges. ISam 17:32

· Keeping eyes on the bigger picture and the finishing line. Heb 12:2

Life is not for the fearful and lilly livered, we need courage to face and overcome life’s challenges  and fulfil the will of God for our lives.

Concluding Questions

1. Mention a few recorded instances when Paul exhibited courage in serving God.

2. What are those things that can help us to be courageous in life?

STUDY 33

APOSTLE PAUL - HIS PERSECUTIONS AND TRIALS

Text: II Cor. 11:23-33

Memory verse: For I will show him how great things he must suffer for my name’s sake Acts. 9:16

Introduction

The Lord Jesus severally warned his disciples that persecutions and trials were an integral part of the Christian race. At Apostle Paul’s calling, the Lord told him that he would show him how much he must suffer for the name of the Lord. Indeed, everyone that will live a Godly life must of necessity suffer persecutions (IITim. 3:12) All these trials are not to discourage us but are meant to refine, groom and prepare us for  God’s higher calling in Christ Jesus Acts 14:22

Apostle Paul in passing through this trials and persecutions counted it a joy and a privilege IICor. 7:4, Col. 1:24. He saw all the afflictions he passed through as  light, compared to the greater glory that laid ahead IICor 4:17. In this study, we shall examine some of the afflictions that Apostle Paul endured and his attitude towards them as an example to us.

His Persecution And Trials

1. He was beaten with lashes, sticks and slapped – IICor. 11:24-25,Acts 22:24, Acts 21:32, Acts 16:22-23, IICor. 6:5, Acts 23:2

2. He was stoned almost to death Acts 14:19

3. He was falsely accused and misunderstood– Acts 16:19-21, Acts 17:5-7, Acts 18:12-13, Acts 21:27-28

4. He was slandered – Acts 13:45

5. He was insulted – Acts 26:24

6. He went hungry – ICor. 4:11, Phil. 4:12

7. His ministry was opposed physically and by spiritual forces –Acts 16:16-18

8. He was chased out of synagogues and cities – Acts 13:50, Acts 21:30

9. He was chained – Acts 21:33, Acts 26:29

10. He was imprisoned and tried – Acts 16:23-24, Acts 23:18, Acts 24:27, Acts 25:8-11, Acts 26:1

11. His life was endangered – Acts 19:30-31, Acts 21:31, Acts 25:3, Acts 23:10, 12-14, Acts 27:43

12. He was shipwrecked (i.e. involved in accidents) Acts 27:41-44

13. He was bitten by a snake – Acts 28:3

14. He was faced with the temptation to give bribe – Acts 24:26

Apostle Paul faced all these and more in serving the lord and trying to do God’s will but through it all he remained steadfast, and true.

His attitude to Persecutions, Trials and Afflictions

1. He saw all his trials and troubles for the sake of Christ as a thing of joy. Col. 1:24, IICor. 7:4

2. He saw persecution as a normal part of a life of kingdom service. IThes. 3:3, Ps.34:19

3. He remained unmoved – Acts 9:23-24

4. He did not get discouraged or distracted by other people’s comments, because he had prepared his mind and was ready to endure anything for God – Acts 21:10-14.

5. All afflictions are ultimately for the glory of the Lord. IICor. 12:7-9, IPet. 4:14, IICor. 4:16-18

6. He saw it all as a learning experience, which could be used to help others who are passing through similar things. IICor. 1:4

7. He was absolutely convinced that no trouble should be great enough to separate us from God Rom. 8:35-39

8. He knew everything was regulated by God, for our good –ICor. 10:13, Rom. 8:28

9. He rejected all the negative things the devil brought his way – Acts 28:4-6; Mark 16:18; Luke 10:19; IICor 12:7-9.

10. His head was never bowed. He walked by faith and in victory throughout. Always rejoicing. IICor 12:15; Col 1:24; IICor 6:10

All these things were recorded to serve as examples to us, that no matter what it is we are called to endure, the Lord is there with us to give us victory – James 5:10-11, IICor 2:14. Nevertheless, we are not to allow the devil to turn us to a dumping ground for afflictions. We have a duty to destroy all the works of the devil, not accepting any of those things from which we have been redeemed.

 Shake off the beast into the fire and feel no harm! Always keep your eyes on His promises, be mindful of your covenant rights. No discouragement. No complaining. No resentment. Forward march!

Concluding Questions

1. Mention those things Paul suffered for Christ and the gospel.

2. What should be a Christian’s attitude to trials and persecutions?

STUDY 34

Apostle Paul - His Zeal, Passion and Commitment

Text- Philippians 3: 1-15

Memory Verse: Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus Phil 3:13-14.

Introduction

Apostle Paul was a man of passion, full of zeal and totally committed to whatever he had to do. Before his conversion, he went all out in his commitment and defense of the Jewish Religion and the laws, and his zeal for God drove him to persecute the believers (Gal 1:14, Acts 22:3). This same zeal he fully deployed in his service for the Lord Jesus Christ. His passion for the Lord made him to work harder than all the other apostles, many of whom had been in Christ before him.
God is still searching for men and women of passion who will be fully dedicated to him in this generation. His grace and power is still abundantly available now as it was then. God needs people who will be fully committed to him like Apostle Paul, people who will make full use of His grace to preach the gospel, win souls for him, perform mighty miracles in his name and live fully for Him.

The Passions that Drove Apostle Paul

1. Passion for souls

a. He made the preaching of the gospel his top priority Rom 15:20, ICor 9:16, ICor 1:17

b. He preached the gospel whether it was convenient for him or not Gal 4:13,  

c. He preached the gospel even at the expense of his own life Acts 21:13, Acts 21: 26-31,39-40

d. Always ready to reach out to all men at their level ICor 9:20-23

e. He ensured that he discipled his converts Acts 14:21-22, Acts 15:36

f. He was constantly praying for his converts Eph 1:16, Rom 1:9, Phil 1:3-4, Col 1:3, IIThes 1:11 

2. Passion for establishing order in the church

a. He ordained leaders for the churches he founded Acts 14:23

b. He laid out criteria for people that can be appointed as leaders ITim 3:1-13, Tit 1:5-7.

c. He established order for church services ICor 14:27-33, ICor 15:40, ICor 11:20-22, 33-34

d. He taught about the various ministry gifts and offices I Cor 12:7-11 and 28-29, Eph 4:11-12

e. Settled doctrinal issues  Acts 15:2-4, ICor 14: 33, 40

f. Did not hold back when he needed to rebuke an erring believer or church ICor 5:1-5, ICor 6:7, Gal 3:1, ITim 5:19-20,

g. Gave instructions for order in the home of believers Eph 5:22-25, Eph 6:1-6, Col 3:18-22

3. Passion to know God

a. Consistent desire to know God more Phil 3:8-10

b. He never assumed he knew it all Gal 2:1-2, Phil 3:13, IICor 3:5-6

c. He yielded himself fully to the Holy Spirit Rom 8:12-14, Rom 6:14

4. Passion for Christ

a. Considered his relationship with Christ more important than any other thing Phil 3:7,Matt 13:44

b. Ready to do anything for the cause of Christ Phil 1:20-24

c. Made him able to sing praises to God in the face afflictions Acts 16:24-25

d. Committed to walking in love ICor 13:1-3

5. Passion to finish well and make heaven

a. He refused to get distracted Acts 20:24

b. Made him self-controlled ICor 9:27, IICor 4:2

c. Set his affection on the joys of heaven Col 3:1-4, Heb 12:2

d. He worked hard to please God IICor 5:6-10

A passion for God, to do his will and please him always gave Apostle Paul the zeal to serve God tirelessly and hold on to him to the end. Any man that will finish well must develop a passion to please God in all things and at all times.

Concluding Questions

1. What passion drove Paul’s life?

2. How did (1) above affect the quality of his (Paul’s) life and service?

STUDY 35

APOSTLE PAUL - HIS PERSECUTIONS AND TRIALS

Text: II Cor. 11:23-33
Memory verse: For I will show him how great things he must suffer for my name’s sake Acts. 9:16

Introduction

The Lord Jesus severally warned his disciples that persecutions and trials were an integral part of the Christian race. At Apostle Paul’s calling, the Lord told him that he would show him how much he must suffer for the name of the Lord. Indeed, everyone that will live a Godly life must of necessity suffer persecutions (IITim. 3:12) All these trials are not to discourage us but are meant to refine, groom and prepare us for  God’s higher calling in Christ Jesus Acts 14:22

Apostle Paul in passing through this trials and persecutions counted it a joy and a privilege IICor. 7:4, Col. 1:24. He saw all the afflictions he passed through as  light, compared to the greater glory that laid ahead IICor 4:17. In this study, we shall examine some of the afflictions that Apostle Paul endured and his attitude towards them as an example to us.

His Persecution And Trials

15. He was beaten with lashes, sticks and slapped – IICor. 11:24-25,Acts 22:24, Acts 21:32, Acts 16:22-23, IICor. 6:5, Acts 23:2

16. He was stoned almost to death Acts 14:19

17. He was falsely accused and misunderstood– Acts 16:19-21, Acts 17:5-7, Acts 18:12-13, Acts 21:27-28

18. He was slandered – Acts 13:45

19. He was insulted – Acts 26:24

20. He went hungry – ICor. 4:11, Phil. 4:12

21. His ministry was opposed physically and by spiritual forces –Acts 16:16-18

22. He was chased out of synagogues and cities – Acts 13:50, Acts 21:30

23. He was chained – Acts 21:33, Acts 26:29

24. He was imprisoned and tried – Acts 16:23-24, Acts 23:18, Acts 24:27, Acts 25:8-11, Acts 26:1

25. His life was endangered – Acts 19:30-31, Acts 21:31, Acts 25:3, Acts 23:10, 12-14, Acts 27:43

26. He was shipwrecked (i.e. involved in accidents) Acts 27:41-44

27. He was bitten by a snake – Acts 28:3

28. He was faced with the temptation to give bribe – Acts 24:26

Apostle Paul faced all these and more in serving the lord and trying to do God’s will but through it all he remained steadfast, and true.

His attitude to Persecutions, Trials and Afflictions

11. He saw all his trials and troubles for the sake of Christ as a thing of joy. Col. 1:24, IICor. 7:4

12. He saw persecution as a normal part of a life of kingdom service. IThes. 3:3, Ps.34:19

13. He remained unmoved – Acts 9:23-24

14. He did not get discouraged or distracted by other people’s comments, because he had prepared his mind and was ready to endure anything for God – Acts 21:10-14.

15. All afflictions are ultimately for the glory of the Lord. IICor. 12:7-9, IPet. 4:14, IICor. 4:16-18

16. He saw it all as a learning experience, which could be used to help others who are passing through similar things. IICor. 1:4

17. He was absolutely convinced that no trouble should be great enough to separate us from God Rom. 8:35-39

18. He knew everything was regulated by God, for our good –ICor. 10:13, Rom. 8:28

19. He rejected all the negative things the devil brought his way – Acts 28:4-6; Mark 16:18; Luke 10:19; IICor 12:7-9.

20. His head was never bowed. He walked by faith and in victory throughout. Always rejoicing. IICor 12:15; Col 1:24; IICor 6:10

All these things were recorded to serve as examples to us, that no matter what it is we are called to endure, the Lord is there with us to give us victory – James 5:10-11, IICor 2:14. Nevertheless, we are not to allow the devil to turn us to a dumping ground for afflictions. We have a duty to destroy all the works of the devil, not accepting any of those things from which we have been redeemed.

 Shake off the beast into the fire and feel no harm! Always keep your eyes on His promises, be mindful of your covenant rights. No discouragement. No complaining. No resentment. Forward march!

Concluding Questions

3. Mention those things Paul suffered for Christ and the gospel.

4. What should be a Christian’s attitude to trials and persecutions?

STUDY 36

APOSTLE PAUL - A MAN OF PURITY

Text: 2 Corinthians 4:1-7; Acts 24:16

Memory Verse: “ And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men. Acts 24:16”

Introduction

 One of the secrets of Apostle Paul’s unusual intimacy with God was the purity of heart with which he conducted his life (compare Mat 5:8). Having been saved and cleansed from all unrighteousness, he lived a life properly aligned to kingdom principles and righteousness. His life was a model in purity. Little wonder then that the Apostle enjoyed a close walk with the Master and was able to finish strong in the end.

The Man Paul and a life of purity

i. Walked in all good conscience. Acts 23:1; 2Cor 1:12; 2Tim 1:3

ii. Exercises himself to always have a conscience void of offence toward God and toward men. Acts 24:16

iii. Renounced secret vices and deception. 2Cor 1:12

iv. He was willing to live honestly. Heb 13:18

v. He maintained sexual purity. 1Cor 7:25

vi. He delivered the message God gave him faithfully. Acts 20:26

vii. He was very categorical on the necessity of a life of purity for believers.

· In thoughts – Phil 4:8

· In intentions – 1Tim 1:5; 2Tim 2:22

· In conscience – 1 Tim 3:9

· In relationships – 1Tim 5:22

· In conduct – 1Cor 6:9; Eph 5:5

Agents of Purity

To live a life of purity, we need spiritual help. The good news however is that the help is abundantly available through:

a. The word of God.  Eph 5:26; John 5:23; Heb 10:22

b. Prayer. 1Thes 5:23

c. The blood of Jesus.  1John 1:7; Heb 9:14; Rev 1:5

d. Faith.  Acts 15:9

e. Holy Spirit. Titus 3:5; 1Peter 1:22.

Purity is Imperative

· Only the pure in heart can see God – Mat 5:8

· Only the pure can fellowship with Him – Psalm 24:3-4

· Actualizing the promises of God entails it – 2Cor 7:1

· It is necessary, for one to be a vessel of honour that God can use – 2Tim 2:21

· Anyone that will enjoy the blessing must be pure – Psalm 24:3-5

· Realizing the ultimate hope necessitates it – 1John 3:3

Concluding Questions

1. What does it mean to be pure?

2. Why is purity necessary in a believer’s life?

STUDY 37
DIVINE JUDGEMENTS
TEXT:

  Mathew 25:31-

Memory Verse: "Before the LORD: for he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth: he shall judge the world with righteousness, and the people with his truth." Psalm 96:13

Introduction

Because man is a “free moral agent, God’s judgement must be exercised to keep the whole of creation in order. God, as a Judge rewards every righteous deed and punishes every evil act, word and thought. Divine judgements are in two principal segments. The judgements in this world and the eternal judgments. The judgement in this world is ongoing.

It consists of a reward chastisement, retribution and punishment for evil. God’s penal code can be understood from his word. The eternal judgement consists mainly of final rewards for the saints (the Judgement Seat of Christ) and the final and irrevocable punishment for sinners (the Great While Throne Judgement).

An understanding of the principles of God’s judgements will increase our sense of responsibility in handling our lives and our sense of accountability in handling our stewardship.

God Is A Judge

God is not only the Creator and a Father, He is also a Judge. He is as just as merciful.

Gen 18:25; Psalm 58:11; 75:7; 96:13; Eccl 3:17; Heb 12:23; Rev 18:8; Rev 20:12

Elements of God’s Judgement

(1) Present Judgements

(a) Recompense on earth 
- 
Prov. 11:31

(b) Retribution

- 
Exod. 20:5; 32:34; Deut 7:10; 2 Sam 12:10; Psalm 7:16; 37:15; 
 



Matt 23:35; Heb 10:30

(c) Chastisement
- 
Job 33:19; Prov. 3:11; 1Cor 11:32; Dan 9:14; Amos 3:2

(d) Punishment
- 
Rom 2:8; Heb 10:29; Luk. 12:47; Zeph. 1:12

(2) Eternal Judgements
- 
Heb 9:27; Rom 12:14; 

(a) Eternal Reward
- 
2 Cor. 5:10; Heb 9:27

(b) Eternal Punishment
- 
Act 17:31; Rev 20:12-13; 

- Nations shall be judged
- 
Matt 25:31-32

- Individuals shall be judged
- 
2 Cor. 5:10

God’s Judgement is

· According to privilege
- 
Matt 11:22; Mark 6:11; Luk. 12:48; John 9:44; 15:22

· According to works
- 
Psalm 62:12; Prov. 24:12; Jer. 17:10; Matt 16:27; Rom 2:6

    
Rev 2:23; 20:12; 22:12

· Without partiality
- 
1 Pet 1:17; Col 3:25; Deut 10:17.

· According to His word

Conclusion: God is a Judge. He judges with absolute justice. His judgements are both on-going and futuristic. God’s judgements are according to privilege and the individual (or nation)’s works. There is no respect of person with Him.

Concluding Questions

1. What are the elements of God’s Judgements?
2. What is the nature of God’s Judgement? 
STUDY 38
DIVINE JUDGEMENT – Part II

TEXT:

  Amos 4:1-13

Memory Verse: "With my soul have I desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me will I seek thee early: for when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness" Isaiah 26:9.
Introduction

Divine judgement comes in various forms.  Whichever way it comes, however, it is to recompence the righteous, chastise the child of God in this age and punish the wicked for his wickedness.  There is an aspect of God’s judgement that is for now while the greater judgement that seals every man’s eternal destiny comes at the end of this life (Heb. 9:27).

The aspect of God’s judgement that goes on in this age in largely to encourage the righteousness and warn him of a greater danger if he goes on in unrighteousness of any kind,  God expects him to repent.  If however he goes on stubbornly in unrighteousness, he may suffer an irreparable damage.

The wicked also, often, though not always, has an opportunity to receive God’s judgement with meekness and repentance in this world.  The final judgement leaves no room for repentance however.  It is final. The study focuses on divine judgement in the present world.

The Purpose of Divine Judgement
1. For nations to learn righteousness – Isaiah 26:9

2. To correct saints - Jer. 30:11; Heb. 12:5

3. To punish


· The disobedient – Lev. 26:14-16; Prov. 1:24-31; Jer. 44:4-6

· Murmurers – Num. 14:29

· Idolaters – 2 Kings 22:17; Jer. 16:18

· Sinners – Is. 26:21; Ezek. 24:13-14

· Persecutors of His saints – Deut. 32:43

· Erring nations – I Chr. 21:2, 12


Manifestation of God’s Judgement
1. Blotting out the name – Deut. 29:20

2. Abandonment by God – Hos. 4:17

3. Cursing men’s blessings – Mal. 2:2

4. Pestilence – Deut. 28:21-22, Amos 4:10

5. Being brought under enemies control and oppression – 2 Sam. 24:13; 

6. Famine – Deut. 28:38-40; Am. 4:7-9

7. Famine of the word – Amos 8:11

8. The sword – Exod. 22:24; Jer. 19:7

9. Captivity – Deut. 28:41; Ezek. 39:23

10. Sorrows – Psalm 32:10; 78:32-33; Ezek. 24:23

11. Desolation – Ezek. 33:29; Joel 3:19

12. Destruction – Job 31:3; Ps. 34:16; Ps. 2:22; Is. 11:4

13. Drought – Amos 4:7; Is. 11:4; Hag. 1:11; Jam. 5:17

Conclusion

The purpose of divine judgement is to establish righteousness on the earth.  When we are on the right path, God’s judgement will be to us deliverance, preservation, encouragement, strength, establishment and favour only.  But to the wicked and unrighteous, it is pains and miseries all the way.

Concluding Questions
1. What is the purpose of God’s judgement on earth?

2. Mention ways in which divine judgements are manifested in our contemporary world.

STUDY 39
DIVINE JUDGEMENT – Part III

TEXT:

  Exodus 12:12; Acts 5:1-10

Memory Verse: "For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD" Exod. 12:12.

Introduction

God’s judgement produces visible effects in men’s lives in this world.  While the righteous is corrected, delivered, encouraged and strengthened by God’s judgement, the wicked is destroyed.  The ultimate result of judgement is joy to the righteous but pains, miseries and woes to the unrighteous.

Examples abound in the word of God of nations, peoples and individuals that were judged.  The experiences of these people illustrate graphically what happens to a man who continues still in iniquity.

How comforting, however, is the revelation from the word of God that divine judgement can be averted, given necessary diligence.  God never rejoices in the death of sinners.

God’s Judgement Falls on

1. Nations – Gen. 14; Jer. 51:20-21

2. Individuals – Deut. 29:20; Jer. 23:34

3. False gods – Exod. 12:12; Num. 33:4

4. Posterity of sinners – exod. 20:5; Psalm 37:28; Lam. 5:7

5. All enemies of the saints – Jer. 30:16

Saints also can be chasetised – Job 37:13; Jer. 30:11; Heb. 12:5

Examples of Judgement on Nations 
1. The Antediluvians (The old world) – Gen. 6:7, 17

2. Sodom and Gomorrah – Gen. 19:24

3. Egypt – Ex 19:14

4. Israel – Num. 14:29; 35, 21:6

5. People of Ashdod – I Sam. 5:6

6. People of Bethshemesh – I Sam. 6:19

7. Amalekites – I Sam. 15:3

Individuals That Came Under Judgement

Cain – Gen. 4:11-12

Canaan – Gen. 9:25

Korah and Co. – Num. 16:33-35

Achan – Jos. 7:25

Hophin and Phinehas – I Sam 2:34

Saul – I Sam. 15:23

Uzzah – 2 Sam. 6:7

Jeroboam I Kg. 13:4

Ahab – I King 22:38

Gehazi – 2 King 5:27

Jezebel – 2 King 9:35

Nebuchadnezzar – Dan. 4:31

Belshazzar – Dan. 5 :30

Zecharias – Luke 1:20

Annanaias and Sapphira – Acts 5:1-10

Herod – Acts 12:23

1. Elymas – Acts 13:11

Conclusion
God’s judgement falls on nations as well as individuals when they forsake God’s laws. We should learn from the examples of those who have gone before us and avoid their errors.  It is fearful to come under God’s judgement, even in this world.  Sin will always leave an ugly mark on a person’s life.

Concluding Questions
1. Mention examples of nations and individuals in the scripture that came under divine judgement, identifying what caused the judgement.

2. What lessons have you learnt from the examples considered today?

STUDY 40
DIVINE JUDGEMENT – Part IV

TEXT:

  Heb. 12:5-11; Psalm 103:8-17

Memory Verse: 
  "For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy; and mercy rejoiceth against judgment." James 2:13.
Introduction

God’s judgements are fearful.  Those who experience them in this world always have unpleasant stories to tell in the end, if their lives did not go in the process.  It is painful that divine judgement can be invited on the posterity of the one who crosses the red line.

But how comforting it is to know that God’s judgement can be averted.  Usually God sends several warnings through different avenues to call the nation or individual to order.  Judgement falls only when God’s efforts in that direction is frustrated by the hardness of heart of the ones being warned.  If we will heed divine warning, we can avert being victims of God's judgement.

Averting God’s Judgement
The major key to averting God’s judgement is repentance and prayer

1. Repentance – Luke 13:2-3; Acts 17:30-31. This entails

a. Humbling oneself – Exod. 33:3-4; 14; 2 Chr. 7:14 

We must be humble enough to acknowledge our errors and wickedness

*   Even wicked Ahab repaired his destiny partly when he humbled himself – I Kings 21:27

*   King Josiah’s humility before God averted judgement – 2 Kings 22:19

*  Other examples

    *  Ninevites – Jona 3:6-9

    *  Israel in Ezra’s Time – Ezra 10:1

    *  Peter – Mark 14:72

Self-humbling always involves Godly sorrow – 2 Cor. 7:10

b.    Confession  - Ezra 10:1  - The sin that God has pointed out by his word and His Spirit must be confessed.  There must be no palliation of sin    
             (Compare I Sam. 15:19-23, 30)

               c.   Forsaking Iniquity – Jer. 18:7-8; 2 Cor. 7:14 – The sin that was confessed must be forsaken, otherwise the repentance is fake Dan, 4:27-28

               d.    Turning To God – Deut. 30:1-3; Joel 2:13

2. Prayer – 2 Chr. 7:13-14; Judge 3:9-11; Isaiah 38:1-6

Most of the times, a lot of things are  dislocated in a man’s destiny when sin comes in.  An impending judgement can be averted by effectively praying to restore the future back to order after genuine repentance.

When God Chastens
God chastens his children as part of His fatherly obligation and as a mark of His love – Heb. 12;5-11.  When God chastens, there are manifestations similar to those of his judgement on the world. Amos 4:6; Hag. 2:17; Jer. 5:3; Is. 42:25.  God intends only to correct His children and not to destroy them.  Destruction, however becomes inevitable to the unrepentant Prov. 29:1; 28:14; Rev. 2:5

God’s Mercy Versus His Judgement
God is holy.  Uncompromisingly holy.  His tolerance for sin is absolute zero.  His mercy however never comes to an end. 

Psalm 103:8-14;17 ; 108:4; Psalm 130:3-4; Lam 3:22; Joel 2:13; Micah 7:18

To Enjoy God’s Mercy, we must
· Repent comprehensively

· Keep God’s fear before us

· Be merciful to others – I Sam. 26:9, 2 Sam 19:18-23; Jam. 2:13; Mat. 5:7

· Ask for His mercy – Mat. 18:32; Mark 10:47-49

Conclusion
When God judges,  the world is condemned but the righteous is delivered and helped.  We must however judge ourselves if we will not be condemned with the world.  Genuine repentance and prayer can avert God’s judgement.  We must be merciful to others to enjoy God’s mercy ourselves.  Mercy holds judgement back.

Concluding Questions
1. How can God’s judgement be averted?

2a.   How does God’s mercy affect judgement?

            b.  How can this mercy be enjoyed optimally?


STUDY 41
THE RAPTURE 1
Text: Matthew 25:1-30

Memory Verse: '' Watch Therefore, For ye Know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh'' Mat.25:13

God's judgements are either temporal (for this life) or eternal (determining unchangeable eternal destinies). So far, our emphasis has been on the general principles of God's judgement with a focus on His judgements in this world. We must understand some important notable events that surround the coming judgements because God intends that those events should prepare men for His ultimate response to men's relationship with Him and have them give account of their tenure on earth. The second coming of Christ is pivotal to the coming judgements.
the Rapture is the momentous event that will close the present church age. It will happen just before the world experiences a kind of tribulation that's unprecedented in history. The Lord Jesus will come at the peak of the tribulation and put an end to it decisively before establishing His kingdom on earth, with His saints reigning with Him.   

During our Lord's earthly ministry, He taught extensively on how we should conduct our lives so as not to be found wanting at His coming; in other words, He tried to prepare us for the Rapture and His coming back to the earth.

In some instances ,He gave unveiled instruction, some other times, He spoke in parables. In all cases, the message was very clear. This study looks at two of the parables He gave us to prepare us for His coming.

1. THE PARABLE OF THE TEN VIRGINS
Matthew 25:1-13

In this parable, the Lord Jesus likened Himself to a bridegroom who was being expected. He came later than expected, and that upset so many things. The parable therefore teaches that:

1. Not all that desire to go with Him in the Rapture will make it - Mat7:21-23; Mat.25:2  

Only the wise will go.

2. The time of His coming for the church is unknown.Mat.25:13

3. All the saints somehow expect and prepare for His coming.

But not all who prepare for His  coming are ready for Him. Mat.25:1

4. All the saints are subjects to like passions. Mat.25:5

The wise were ready while the foolish merely prepared Mat25:3-4

5.  The wise know their salvation and help must come from the Source but the foolish hope on human help for salvation. Mat.25:8-9

6.  The wise are ready to pay the price to make their election and salvation sure Mat.25:9,Phil.2:12

7.  All that will go with the Lord must have their lamps burning. Mat.25:7-10, Psalm92:10; Eph.5:18.

2. THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS

In this parable, the Lord Jesus referred to Himself as a man travelling to a far country, who gave assignments to His servants to do while He was away. On His return, He would reward each of the servants according to his/her faithfulness. 

The parable brings the following to light:

1. Every servant was given at least a talent. No believer is without natural and spiritual resources to bring profit to the kingdom of God Matt 25: 14-25.

2. Individuals in the church are differently gifted. Some have more, others have less, but everyone has something. Mat 25:15.

3. All those who appreciate their talents invest them and make profits Mat25:16- 17.

4. All talents, rightly handled, have potentials for multiplication. Mat 25:16-18.

5. The servant that was driven by fear did not even make an attempt to use (invest) his talents. Mat 25:18,24-28. Hence a life that will receive commendation at the Lord's coming must be:

a) A life of faith not of fear Heb 11:6 (Matt25:24-28); 2Cor 5:7.

b) A life of love for the Master - 1John 4:18.

c) A life of excellence in service Mark 7:37; Mat 25:21,23. Only the best is good enough for God.

d) A life of skilful service - Ps 78:72.

e) A life of conclusive service. 2John8; Mat 25:21,23.

Also,

i. The level of a man's faithfulness in his assignment (service) now will determine his position in Christ's kingdom Mat 25:23.

ii. Great faithful service now means great joy in the coming kingdom. 2Cor 4:17; Mat 25:21,23.

iii. Unfaithfulness and slothfulness will be judged. Mat 25:28-30.

Conclusion:

We must not just prepare, but be ready for the Lord's return. We should abound in grace, keeping our lamps burning bright. Our labour in the service of the kingdom must be faithfully invested in the kingdom, that we may receive a commendation and a reward from the Lord at His coming.

Concluding Questions:

1. From the parable of the ten virgins, what does it entail to be ready for the Lord at His return?

2. Describe the life that will be commended by the Lord at His coming.

STUDY 42
THE RAPTURE 2
Text: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 1 Corinthians 15:51-57

Memory verse: 1 Thessalonians 4: 16 

‘’For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first’’

Introduction

The second coming of Christ is an extremely significant event in the history of man and the planet earth. It is an event that has been extensively spoken of by prophets, apostles and the Lord Jesus Himself. The Scripture however reveals that a number of important things will happen before Jesus Christ comes to this world again. The first of such momentous end-time events is the Rapture. This is the catching up of the believers to meet with the Lord in the air.

Before the Lord Jesus comes for the world, to judge the world and establish His kingdom, He will  come for His church, to take it away to be with Him, reward the individual believers for his/her service on earth and bring them (the believers) with Him at the second coming to the earth, to reign with Him subsequently.

This study examines the Rapture as revealed in the word of God.

THE RAPTURE
The word ‘Rapture’ was not used in the Bible but it is a coinage by theologians to describe a phenomenon that is clearly taught by the taking away of believers from this earth bodily to meet the Lord Jesus in the air and remain with the Lord forever. It is variously described in the Bible:

-First resurrection -1 Thes.4:16; 1 Cor.15:52; Rev. 20:5-6

-Catching up (of saints) to meet with the Lord in the air – 1 Thes.4:17

-Blessed hope – Titus 2:11-13

-Gathering together unto Him – 2 Thes.2:1

-A departure (of the church)- 2 Thes.2:3

-Taking of the church out of the way – 2 Thes.2:3-7

-Being received unto the Lord – John 14:3

The Rapture is a blessed hope that every believer should look forward to. It is the glorious appearing of the Lord to the church.

The Time of The Rapture

The Rapture terminates the Church Age. A dispensation that has been hid in mystery.

The Rapture will be before the Great Tribulation. The 70th week of Daniel’s prophecy describes the time of the Great Tribulation on earth. The Lord Jesus spoke extensively about the Tribulation. The church will be taken out of the way before:

· The man of sin is fully manifested – 2 Thes.2:3-7

· The Great Tribulation – Luke 17:26-29; 1Thes.5:9

God usually delivers the righteous before releasing His Judgement on the wicked. The saints would have been delivered before the wrath of God descends on earth.

· The second coming of Christ to the earth

The Rapture and the Second coming are separated by at least a period of seven years (the 70th week of years) in Daniel’s prophecy in Dan.9:27

In the Rapture, only those who look for Him (His Saints) will see Him. (Heb.9:28). In the Second Advent, all eyes shall see Him (Rev.1:7; Mat.24:30).

Examples of Rapture in the Scripture

· Enoch – Gen. 5:24; Heb.11:5

· Elijah – 2 kings 2:11-12

· The Lord Jesus – Acts 1:9

Just like Enoch, Elijah and the Lord Jesus Christ were taken up to heaven bodily, so shall the saints go to heaven in their resurrected or transformed body. (1Cor. 15:51-52)

The Rapture is exclusively for the church. The world will know of it only because of the social and economic import of the disappearance of the saints. The Bible gives no specific signs that should precede the Rapture but we know it comes before the Second Advert. And if the second Advert is close at hand, the Rapture is much closer. The next study will examine some other aspects of the Rapture revealed in the word of God and how this truth should affect our present lives.

Concluding Questions. 

What is the Rapture?
1.  Differentiate between the Rapture and the second Advent.
2.  Why is the Rapture a blessed hope?

STUDY 43

THE JUDGEMENT SEAT OF CHRIST

Text:  Romans 14:10-12; 2 Corinthians 5:1-10

Memory verse: “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad”. 2 Cor. 5:10 

Introduction

The Church Age is effectively brought to an end with the Rapture. Saints are taken in their transformed (resurrected), incorruptible, immortal and glorious bodies to be with the Lord for ever. However, consistent with God’s dealings, every dispensation ends with judgement. Similarly, the dispensation of grace (church) Age will be concluded with Judgements:

· The earth will be judgement with the outpouring of God’s wrath on it and its inhabitants (The Great Tribulation) 

· Saints will be judged at the Judgement seat of Christ (for rewards)

· Ultimately (post - millenial) the wicked dead shall be judged at the Great White Throne Judgement

“And the nations were angry, and they should be judged, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto they servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them that destroy the earth”. Revelation 11:18

The judgement of the saints will take place at the judgement seat of the Christ (Bema). The judgement is not unto condemnation (Rom. 8:1). All the (raptured) saints of all ages will partake of this. It is when the Lord says “thanks” for all faithful service. The judgement will determine each saint’s status in the Millenial Kingdom (of Christ).

The Judgement Seat of Christ (Rom. 14: 10; 2Cor. 5:10; 1 Cor.15:58)

While the world in passing through the Great Tribulation, the Saints will be with the Lord in heaven. The judgemnet will take place there and then.

At the judgement seat of Christ, judgement will be according to:

· Work – Rev.22:12

· Labour – 1 Cor.3:8

· Opportunities – Mat.25: 15-23

· Faithfulness – Luke 19:17

· Diligence – Luke 19:17

· Motives – Mat. 6:1,5,16

· Attitude – 1 Cor.9:17; Rom. 14:17-18

· Character – Rom.14:17-18

At The Judgemnet Seat

Rewards shall be for these at the judgement seat:

1. Soul winning – 1 Cor.9:17

2. Enduring persecution for the sake of Christ and the kingdom – Mat. 5:12; Luke 6:35

3. Benevolence – Mat.6:1; Luke 6:23

4. Hospitality (particularly to the saints) – Mat.10:42; Mark 9:41

5. Every labour for the kingdom of God and the gospel – I Cor.3:8

6. Faithful attendance to legitimate secular responsibilities – Col 3:22-25

7. Identifying with the cause of Christ, particularly when it is unattractive to do so. Heb. 11:26

8. Kindness to the under priviledged who can not repay – Luke 14:14

9. Paying evil with good – Pro 25:21-22

10. Sacrifice – Mark 10: 28-30

11. Martyrdom – Mat.20: 21-23

12. Any service in the house of God – 1 Cor.15:58

        It is Important to Know Also That:
(a). Some labour and good works may not be rewarded because the motivation is

       carnal or outrightly sinful – 1 Cor. 3:13-15

 (b) Some will lose their reward because of inconclusiveness 1 Thes.2:19

(c). Some will have discounted reward. Their reward will not be full – 2 John 8

(d)  The Judgement seals every believer’s eternal destiny

CONCLUSION

Now that we have the opportunity, let us labour for Christ and His kingdom to accumulate eternal rewards. The next study shall discuss some of the specific rewards mentioned in the Scripture.

CONCLUDING QUESTIONS

1. Who will appear at the Judgement seat of Christ?

2. Mention some of those measures that the Judgement will be based upon.

3. Mention ten different activities in this life that attract eternal reward.

STUDY 44
JUDGEMENTS AT CHRIST'S SECOND COMING
TEXT:


Matthew 24:3-14; Rev. 20:1-15

MEMORY VERSE:
“Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead”. (Acts 17:31)

Introduction
Every man will be judged at the end of his tenure on earth.  The judgement seals man’s eternal destiny.  For the redeemed who love and serve their Lord faithfully in this world, the judgement Day is a Day to look forward to in joyful anticipation.  However for the wicked, it is a dreadful day.  For all, it is a day to prepare for with all gravity.

The judgement of the wicked is extremely dreadful.  The thought of what will happen on that day is terrifying.  The heart of the informed cannot but tremble at the implication of standing before a holy God from whom nothing is hidden, who judges with absolute justice.

Before the last judgement of the wicked, Christ’s second coming would have taken place and the millennial reign completed.  We shall look at these important events very briefly with a view to relating them to the final judgement of the wicked.

The Second Coming of Christ
The era of human history and the dispensation of grace is effectively and finally brought  to an end with the second coming of Christ.

The Timing of the Second Coming of Christ
The following are the indications given for the point in time when Christ will return to this earth to set up His kingdom.

1.
His coming is imminent and will take place on a date not known to any man – Mat 24:36; Luke 12:40


-
The day of His coming is near at hand – Phil. 4:5; Heb. 10:37; Jam. 5:8; Rev. 22:20


-
It will come as a thief in the night – 2 Pet. 3;10; 1 Thes. 5:2; Rev. 3:3; 16:5

2.
Many signs indicate the imminence of His coming.  Consider these few ones:


a.
Increasing number of false prophets and deceivers – Mat 24:3-5


b.
Increasing number of wars and rumours of war – Mat. 24:6



-
Famines and pestilences – Mat. 24:7



-
Earthquakes in divers places – Mat 24:7

It is remarkable that this generation has experienced an unprecedented frequency of natural disasters

· Tsunami swept Asia, claiming hundreds of thousands of lives 

· Cyclones destroyed lives and properties in the America continent

· In year 2010, there was a devastating earthquake in Haiti which claimed hundreds of thousand of lives

· Within two weeks, there were three earthquakes in Chile, lives were lost in thousands

· Mudslide buried many alive in Uganda

c.
Sabbath for the Earth
God created the heaven and the earth in six days and rested on the seventh.  The earth’s recorded history is about 6000 years. And with day Lord, a thousand years is like one day and one day like a thousand years (Psalm 90:4).  Then, the 7th day of rest can commence anytime for the earth.  The Sabbath “day” is the millennial reign.  Christ must return before the “day” of rest begins!

d.
Daniel’s 63rd week – Dan. 9:26-27

The prophetic clock stops ticking at the birth of the church.  The clock resumes at the taking up of the saints (the Rapture).  Hence this dispensation of grace is hidden in mystery and will come to an end without warning 

Conclusion
It is important that we set our house in order, getting ready for the Lord’s return.  Every Christian should ensure that he/she is rapturable to avoid eternal tragedy.

Concluding Questions

1. What is the relationship between the eternal judgements and Christ’s second coming?

2. What are the indication of the imminence of Christ’s return?

STUDY 45
The Second Coming of Christ.

Text: Dan. 2:31-45; 7:1-28; 2 Peter 3:8-13

Memory verse: "Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness." 2 Peter 3:11
Introduction

The second coming of Christ is the event that will close up end time events as revealed in the Scripture.It is considered so important by the Holy Spirit that almost all the Old Testament prophets mentioned one thing or the other in relation to it. In the New Testament also, it is one of the most frequently mentioned doctrines. It was even asserted by some theologians that one out of every twenty-five verses in the New Testament refers to either the rapture of the Church or the coming of Christ to reign on earth!

Our understanding of this subject is therefore so important, for it will impact greatly on our current lifestyle as Christians. 

     Christ’s Return is Near.

The Scripture clearly teaches that the day and the hour of Christ’s coming is known to the Father alone. No man or angel knows the day or hour. 

However, there are prophetic indications to the time the coming will be.

In all the indications, it is evident that the coming is near, very near.

 Prophetic Insight Into The Time of The Second Coming.
(1) The Sabbath of the Earth – Gen 1:31-2:3; 2 Peter 3:8.

Note also that God declared in Gen 6:3 that the life of man on earth shall be 120years.

After that declaration:


Noah lived 350 years after the flood – Gen.9:28-29


Abraham lived 175 years – Gen. 25:7


Isaac lived 180 years – Gen. 35:28


Jacob lived 147 years – Gen.47:28

If God literally meant 120 literal years as man’s life span, after the declaration, no man can live beyond the mark.

It is likely God meant something else. Consider this: 

Man’s years is 120 Jubilee years implies that man’s years are 6,000 years. This fits into the year of Sabbath earlier explained. And it is already about 6000 years (6 days) of human recorded history on earth now!

(2) The Last Human kingdom (Empire)

Dan. 2:31-45

  Daniel’s visions represented the four world kingdoms before Christ’s return

(1) The Babylonian Empire

(2) The Medo-Persian Empire

(3) The Grecian Empire

(4) The Roman Empire

At the time of Christ’s first coming, the fourth empire (Roman) was in existence, three empires were already past.

At Christ’s second coming, the Roman Empire will be on. The church age is hidden in mystery. The prophetic clock will resume only after the church is taken up. The Roman Empire will be revived to install the last world ruler before Christ returns. The end is closer than ever.

(3) The Prophetic Seventy Weeks (of years)

Dan 9:24-26

From the rebuilding of Jerusalem to the millennial reign of Christ is 70 (prophetic) weeks.

From the rebuilding of Jerusalem to the crucifixion of Christ is  69 (prophetic) weeks (of years). Then the last week  After the birth of the Church, the prophetic clock was suspended. 

The last week is between the rapture and Christ’s return to set up His kingdom on earth.

The implication of this is that the Church Age can come to an end anytime from now. Then the last week (7years) will commence to run.This age of grace was hidden in mystery hitherto. This also underscores the imminence of the second coming, so much more the rapture.

What Do All These Add Up To?

The preceding section of the study is to point out just a few, very few of the prophetic indications of the imminence of the second coming of Christ and warn the believer that there is no much time left anymore before the Rapture. Hence as saints, we should be: 

     - Assured of this – Job 19:25-26

     -Love the Lord’s appearing – 1 Tim.4:8

     -Look for His coming – Titus 2:13

    -Wait for Him – 1 Cor.1:7; 1Thes.1:10

    -Haste to it – 2 Peter 3:12

    -Pray for it – Rev.22:20

    -Ready for it – Mat.24:44; Luke12:40

    -Watch for it – Mat.24:42; Luke 21: 36

    -Be patient – 2Thes.3:5; James 5:7-8 

Concluding Questions

(1) Mention three prophetic indication of the imminence of Christ’s second coming as discussed in this study.

(2) What should saints do in response to the revelation of the imminence of Christ’s return? 

STUDY 46
THE MILLENIAL KINGDOM OF CHRIST ON EARTH.

Text: Rev. 20:1:10; Isaiah 11:1-10; 65.

Memory verse:"Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but the shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years." Revelation 20:6.
Introduction

The second coming of Christ is an event that terminates wickedness on earth and judges the wicked with destruction. The righteous are rewarded also.

Christ comes with His saints to set up His literal kingdom on earth. But before the kingdom begins, the humans that survive the great tribulation are brought to judgement before him. Those found righteous at the judgement of the Nations and the gathering of the righteous from the ends of the earth form the natural human population of the kingdom under the millennial reign of Christ. (Matthew 13:40-41;25:41,46)

The Millennium is of unusual peace, prosperity, comfort, justice, righteousness and deep spiritual worship and fulfillment for all.

   Just Before the Millennium

1. Jesus Christ comes (Second Coming) to the earth with the raptured saints (the saints of the church age). Jude14. The saints shall reign with Him.

2. Nations (survivors of the great tribulation) are gathered before Him and He judges them. The wicked are separated from the righteous. – Mat.25:31-46

      The righteous enter the kingdom of Christ (the Millennium).

3. The Devil is bound and cast into the bottomless pit for one thousand years (the     duration of Christ’s reign) – Rev.20:1-3. This means that during the Millennium, men shall be free from the devil’s wicked influence.

4. The Old Testament saints (those who lived under the old covenant) will be resurrected. So also will the Tribulation saints. – Rev.20:4-6. They will consequently reign with Christ during the Millenial reign.  

Closing the Millennium

1. At the end of one thousand years reign, the devil who had been bound will be         

        loosed so that the innocent natural men in the kingdom can have the         

        opportunity to choose between good and evil. Some will follow the devil   

        despite the fact that they have enjoyed the peace, joy, justice, and goodness of   

               Christ’s kingdom. – Rev.20:7-10

The wicked will gather themselves together to battle against Israel and against    

Jerusalem, the seat of Christ’s kingdom. The Lord shall destroy them. Then the devil and those deceived shall ultimately be cast into the lake of fire, which is the second death.

During The Millennium

1. Animals Will  Become Peaceful

        Isaiah 11:6-9; Isaiah 65:25

       Animals will cease to be carnivores and wild. They shall eat herbs and grass as it was in the 

       beginning. – Gen.1:29-20

       (It was after the flood that animals became flesh eaters; - Gen.9:2-3)

2. Life Spans Will Be Increased – Isaiah 65:20-25

       Men will start to live long again as it was before the flood. This is understandable because then, the earth shall be free of pollutions – spiritual, emotional, and environment. Accidents will be minimized if not eliminated because of the order in the kingdom. Social relationships will be         better and pure and the knowledge of God will be abundant.

The Millennial Reign is a period that closes up time and usher men into eternity. A transition experience for the saints of all ages.

       Other main features of the Millennium will be discussed in the next study.  

Concluding Questions.

1. What do you understand by “Christ’s Millennial Reign on Earth”?  

2. Mention those who will be part of Christ’s Kingdom.

3. Mention five important features of the Millennium as discussed today.
STUDY 47

THE GREAT WHITE THRONE JUDGEMENT 1
TEXT:


Revelation 20:1-15

MEMORY VERSE:
“Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years”. (Rev. 20:6)

Introduction
The build up to the Judgement Day is already peaking.  After the Rapture, the last phase of God’s judgement on the

temporal level (that is, for this world) will commence with full manifestation of the Anti-Christ.  The world will be

visited with an unprecedentedly great tribulation, which, in the first instance, will be facilitated by the Anti-Christ.

In the end God will directly pour His wrath on the earth.  Then the Lord will appear to put a permanent end to evil

on the earth.  He shall reigns on earth for one thousand years with His saints.

Understand the chronology of Events on Earth

· The Rapture  

· Full Manifestation of the Anti-Christ

· The Great Tribulation

· Christ’s Second Coming

· The Millenial Reign

· The Great White Throne Judgement

The last Resurrection

At the first resurrection, the saints are taken up in the Rapture.  The world is then plunged into indescribable wickedness, godlessness, disorder and rebellion against God, because the saints that hold back evil and dilute men’s wickedness are out of the world.  The appearance of Christ terminates the Great Tribulation.  Then, these happen

· The Devil is bound and cast into the bottomless pit for one thousand years – Rev. 20:1-3

· All the wicked that ever lived are resurrected. Rev. 20:5, 13

Note that there is a time separation of at least 1000 years between the first resurrection and the resurrection of the wicked dead (Rev. 20:5-6)

The Great White Throne Judgement – Rev. 20:11

The Great White Throne Judgement is variously referred to as

· The Day of wrath (Rom. 2:5; Rev. 6:17)

· Revelation of God’s righteous judgement – Rom. 2:5

· Judgement and perdition of ungodly men – 2 Pet. 3:7

· Day of destructions – Job 21:30

· Judgement of the great day – Jude 6

This is the last judgement

· God is the judge – Dan. 7:9

· The Sight is fearful – Rev. 20:11; Dan. 7:19

· All the wicked that lived, right from Adam, will appear and stand before the judgement – Rev. 20:12

· Backsliders will appear – Heb. 10:38-39

· The judgement will be conducted with absolute justice

· No hidding place for any – Heb.  4:12-13

· Judgement shall be according to God’s records in the Books – Rev. 20:12

No human opinion counts. Every thought and act of men has been captured in God’s books (Rev. 20:13; Mat. 12:36-37; Jude 1:15, I Cor. 4:5)

· Judgement shall be according to works – Rev. 20:12; Jer. 17:10; 32:19

· Judgement according to prividege – Mat. 11:20-24; Luke 11:31-32

· The Book of Life will be referred to – Rev. 20:15

Conclusion
The Great White Throne Judgement is the last judgement that finally settles the destiny of the wicked.  It is fearful, very fearful.  It is just, absolutely just.  It is comprehensive, leaving nothing and no one out.

Concluding Questions
1. How will you describe the Great White Throne Judgement?

2. Who will appear at the Judgement? What is the predictable outcome?

STUDY 48
THE GREAT WHITE THRONE JUDGMENT 2
Text: Revelation 20:11 – 15

Memory Verse: ” And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.” Revelation 20:12

Introduction

After the one thousand years of Christ’s reign on earth, time will be brought to a close and man will enter into eternity. Before the millennial reign, all who partook of the first resurrection have been part of Christ’s kingdom. They are the righteous. The wicked also must now be resurrected that they may face their own judgment before time is finally no more. Dan 12:2: John 5:29

All the wicked of all ages will be brought together at the great white throne. The throne is great because the judge occupying it is the Lord Jesus Christ. All who rejected Him must now stand before Him to face the consequence of their choice. Men of all ranks are there: great, small, rich, poor of all ages. Men who have changed the course of human history and are greatly celebrated on earth but chose to serve their pride and the devil will be there. Others who made no mark on earth but rejected the offer of salvation too will be there. One thing is clear; everyone is there as a result of his choice. Everyone that appears at this judgment goes into eternal perdition.

The Great White Throne

Rev 20:11

· White symbolises purity and absolute justice.

· The Judge is the Lord Jesus Christ – John 5:22-23: Rom 2:16

· Those to be judged are the wicked that ever lived from Adam to the close of the millennial reign. Every one that rejected Christ is in the list.

· All genuine believers in Christ will not be part of this – Rom 8:1

· The scene is extremely fearful. Rev 20:11; Heb 10:31.

· Judgement is according to

i. The books of records. Every act of man is on record in God’s eternal books – Rev 20:12-13

ii. The book of life – Rev 20:15

· All who appear at this judgment seat will end up in the lake of fire, where they will spend eternity. Rev 20:15.

A Fearful End

         An eternity in the lake of fire is extremely fearful:

· The fire burns day and night- Rev 20:10

· The fire burns with brimstone – Rev 20:10; 21:8

· The fire is not quenched – Mark 9:44

· The fire is unquenchable – Mat 3:12

· The worm dieth not – Mark 9:44

· A place of wailing and gnashing of teeth – Mat 13:42

· Everlasting fire – Mat 18:8; 25:41

The fearful end is what all unbelievers and backsliders will face on the last day; for they must stand before the great white throne and be consequently damned. ( Rev 20:15; Heb 10:26-31)

Our Responsibility Now

The reality of the Great White Throne Judgement puts a two-fold responsibility on every believer now:

1. To live responsibly and be faithful to the Lord, if need be, unto death – Mark 8:36-37

2. To preach the gospel with passion and a great sense of urgency to unbelievers so that they can escape an eternity in the lake of fire – 2Cor 5:11.

Conclusion 

Every man’s eternal destiny is a result of his choice in time. Anyone that chooses to reject Christ now has chosen an eternal shame and contempt. He will spend eternity in a furnace that burns with unquenchable fire. But for the believer, we have not been appointed to wrath (1Thes 5:9). We only need to be faithful unto the end. We are not of them that draw back unto perdition (Heb 10:39).

Concluding Questions

1. Why is the Great White Throne Judgment described as great and white?

2. What will be the basis of the judgment at the Great White Throne?

What end awaits those judged at the White Throne?

STUDY 49
ETERNAL STATE OF MAN
TEXT:


Revelation 21:1-27

MEMORY VERSE:
“He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son”. (Rev. 21:7)

Introduction
After the Great White Throne Judgement, a permanent end shall be put to evil in God’s creation and men will be set in their eternal state.  The wicked will be in the lake of fire, each man suffering according  to the degree of his wickedness while the overcomers will be with their Lord forever, dwelling in heaven, their final home.  It is therefore important to live responsiby in this world in order to secure eternal joy and a place in God’s presence for ever.

The Eternal State of The Wicked
The wicked will live in the lake of fire forever.

· The fire is never quenched – Mark 9:43; 45-48

· Permanent banishment from God’s presence – Matt. 7:23; 22:13

· Everlasting punishment – Matt 25:16

· Great torment – Luke 16:22-24; Rev. 20:10

· Eternal damnation and wrath – John 5:29; Rom. 2:8

· Everlasting destruction – 2 Thes. 1:9

· Second death – Rev. 21:8

Anything that is capable of leading us to hell must be avoided at all cost!  

Eternal State of the Righteous

The saints will live in heaven with the Lord for ever.  Heaven is:

· God’s dwelling place – Mat. 6:9

· Place of God’s throne – Isaiah 66:1; Acts 7:49

· Accomodates innumerable company of angels – Mat. 18:10; 24:36

· Houses the register of all saints – Luke 10:20; Heb. 12:23

· Saints’ good deeds on earth translate to treasures in heaven – Mat. 6:20; Luke 12:33

· A place of absolute comfort – Rev. 7:16; 17

· Final dwelling home of saints of all nation – Rev. 7:9; 21:1

· Built by God Himself – Heb. 11:10

The Beauty and Joy of Heaven

· Perpetual presence of God – Rev. 21:3

· Tears wiped away – Rev. 21:4

· No more death – Rev. 21:4

· No sorrows, crying or pains – Rev. 21:4

· All things are new – Rev. 2:5

· Living forever in a city of indescribable beauty – Rev. 21:10-26

Conclusion 

Heaven is real, very real.  So also is hell real.  Every man should strive to enjoy the eternal bliss.  By the time we walk on the street of gold, we will forget whatever pains or deprivation we suffered to make it to the end 

Concluding Questions
1. Describe in your own words what you think hell looks like.

2. What makes heaven so attractive? Who will be there?

STUDY 50
DIVINE JUDGEMENTS

FINISHING WELL
TEXT:


Hebrews 10: 23-39

MEMORY VERSE:
“But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul”. (Heb. 10:39)

Introduction
An understanding of the judgements to come naturally provokes a response from the wise.  The Great White Throne Judgement particularly attracts the attention of the one with a sense of responsibility.  God expects the knowledge of His plan to moderate our lifestyle on this side of eternity and enhance the closeness of our walk with the Lord.

The Great White Throne Judgement reveals God’s terrible wrath.  It is a fearful thing.  It is terrifying. It is extremely dreadful.  We must do all we can to escape the dreadful experience the wicked must go through when he stands before that white throne to give account of his wicked thoughts, intentions and deeds.

Knowing These Things

Our knowledge of God the terror of God should spur us to:

1. Commitment to Soul Winning – 2 Cor. 5:11; Heb. 10:31

The fact of the reality of hell should constrain us to persuade men to flee from the wrath to come.  We should give out lives, resources for the preaching of the gospel.  Witnessing should be our lifestyle, aiming at rescuing as many as possible from the fearful judgement that lies ahead.

2. Live by Faith – Isaiah 28:16-17; Heb. 3:6; 14; 10:23; 35; 38

It is a life of faith that will preserve us to the end.  Understandably, the devil will throw brickbats at us to discourage us from following the Lord closely.  It is faith that strengthens us sufficiently to endure those situations that are hostile.  We must grow in faith – (Rom. 10:17)

3. Live is Holiness – 2 Pet. 3:11; 2 Cor. 4:2; Heb. 12:14; Mat. 5:8; Psalm 15:2; I John 3:2-3

We cannot afford to allow any compromise in our lives.  It is an eternal tragedy when a man for the momentary pleasure of sin forfeits the whole of eternity. No believer should toy with sin.  It is a very dangerous game.  At any point in time, be sure there is no unconfessed sin in your life!

4. Watch and Pray – Mark 13:33; Luke 21:34; Rom. 13:11; I Thes. 5:6

We live in a world where those heading to hell are in the majority.  We should be prepared at any time for the appearing of the Lord.  For whoever forfeits the opportunity to go in the first resurrection puts his eternity in a real jeopardy.  His chances of making is ultimately becomes extremely slim.  Prayer will keep us sensitive to the mind of heaven and the events on earth.  When we pray, we are delivered from such encumberances that would stop us in the way.  We must be conscious of the fact that we have no continuing city here, in our interactions and pursuits. (Heb. 13:14)

5. Keep eyes on the Finishing Line – Heb. 12:1-3; Heb. 6:9; I Cor. 9:24; Phil. 3:13-14

The glory and  joy of heaven should prompt us to set any hindrance aside so that we will partake of the eternal joy.  No reason is good enough for anyone to miss such eternal beauty and comfort that is ours for ever, courtesy of our Redeemer and Lord, Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

God has not appointed us unto wrath (I Thes. 5:9) 

However, He has revealed to us the coming judgements so that we can be prepared and be ready at His coming.  Besides He wants us to seek the salvation of the souls of men with passion.

Concluding Questions
1. Read 2 Corinthians 5:11.  How does the Scripture relate to the Great White Throne Judgement? What responsibility does it place on the saint?

Explain the practical implications of keeping our eyes on the finishing line.

STUDY 51
THE ETERNAL HOME OF SAINTS

Text: Revelation 21:1-25

Memory Verse:” And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful” Revelation 21:5

Introduction 

There is a home prepared for God’s saints. The Great White Throne Judgement marks the end of time and the final judgement of the wicked and the devil. The devil and the men that followed him in time enter into eternity in the lake of fire. Then the righteous enter into the new heaven and the new earth to spend an eternity of indescribable joy and splendour in the presence of God and the Lamb.

The Scripture gives a glimpse of the glory of the eternal home of saints. Enough is revealed to whet our appetite for this great place, encourage us to cast away all hindrances in the way that we may make it to the end; and at the same time fill us with compassion for those who are out of the way, that we may invest all that we possibly can, to witness of the love of Christ to them, that they may partake of the eternal joy and pleasure.

A New Heaven and A New Earth

The earth knows unprecedented peace and joy during the Millennium when Christ reigns on earth. The righteousness, peace, joy and glory that is on earth at that time is far superior, in fact, incomparable to the best the world has ever had since the fall. But all is still happening on this present earth. And concerning the (present) earth the Scripture declares;

· Heaven and earth shall pass away   – Mat.  24:25, Mark 13: 31.

· Heaven and earth shall perish, they shall be folded up and be changed – Heb 1: 10–12.

God has prepared a new heaven and a new earth for the saints!

The main Features of New Heaven and New Earth

1. Major geographical contrast to the present earth: No more sea – Rev. 21 : 1 

75% of the present earth surface is covered by water. The extensiveness of water is partly due to the judgement in Noah’s time when God destroyed the earth with water (Gen. 7:17-24). The seas (oceans) therefore serve as a perpetual reminder of a previous divine judgement. But all memories of past judgements, failures, decay, corruption must be done away with!

2. Perpetual (tangible) Presence of God – Rev 21 : 3

The saints will have unbroken fellowship with God and the Lamb in perpetuity.

3. God (lovingly) wipes away all tears from the saints’ eyes – Rev 21:4

4. There shall be no more death, sorrow, crying and pain – Rev 21:4

5. Former things have passed away – Rev 21:4. 
All traces of curses, achievements, legacies, monuments, memorials in this world, no matter how noble shall be no more – 1 John 2: 17

6. All Things Become New – Rev 21: 5; 1 Corinthians 2:9

· The geography becomes new

· The socio-political system becomes new

· The spiritual setting becomes new

· All aberration to man’s constitution removed

· All things are new
7. Free Access to the water of life – Rev 21:6

8. Attractive landscape – Rev 21:10. There are mountains 

Conclusion

These things are true and faithful. Heaven is real and affords indescribable pleasure. By no means should a child of God miss this eternal home. Let us do away with anything that offends. Let us encourage ourselves with this in time of sore temptations and trials (Heb 12:1-2). Let us preach the gospel with intense passion to get men into this place of absolute light, joy, peace and love. The next study will still focus on the saints’s eternal home with emphasis on the heavenly Jerusalem.

Concluding Questions

1. Describe the beauty of heaven.

2. Why do you think God revealed to us the glory of our eternal home?

STUDY 52
HOME AT LAST
Text:
Revelations 22:6-21

Memory Verse :
"And behold, I come quickly, and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be" Revelations 22:12
It is impossible to fully comprehend the Father God’s love for His children while we are still in this flesh. It is past human understanding. But just a peep into the glory He ahead gives a hint of the height, breath and depth of this love. He has loved us with an everlasting love.

Spurred by love, the Lord gives us a glimpse of the glory awaiting us on the other side. He tells us the major events that lead to the consummation of all things and the transition from time to eternity.

The last words of the Lord Jesus to Apostle John after the revelation of the eternal glory, (provided for the saints) is very instructive. They contain stern warnings from the Lord’s heart of love to his saints, for whom he shed his precious blood. These warnings are critical and must be heeded.  Only then shall we partake of the eternal glory.  We shall make it home at last.  Glory! We shall examine the Lord’s closing remark.

TAKE HEED TO THESE
These claims and instruction by the Lord, directly and/or through his messenger(s) are extremely important as a guide and protection for those who will be in the New Jerusalem.

1 “I come quickly” – Rev 22-7; Rev 3: 11; 22:10, 12, 20.                           

   This is a remark by the Lord.  

   We must live with active expectation of the Lord’s appearing. The imminence of Jesus'                                                                                           

   coming must moderate our lifestyle.

2. "Worship God" – Rev. 22:9

   This is an instruction through a servant (angel) of God.

   We must cultivate the habit of continually worshipping God. But we must worship 

   God alone. While honouring the men God uses, only God must be worshipped.

   Rev.22: 8-9; Mat. 4:10; I Tim. 5:17.

3." Let the unjust be unjust still, the filthy ......." – Rev. 22:11

    This is a word of resignation by the Lord.

    This is very sobering. A man can get so hardened that the Lord gives up on him. It is a        

    position of sure destruction.  We must be sensitive to the Lord's promptings and             
correction.

    Heb.3:7-8; 2 Tim.3:13; Gen.6:3; Provb.29:1

4. "My reward is with me" – Rev.22:12 

    The Lord said this to wake us up to responsible and fruitful living.

    Not only should we anticipate the Lord’s coming in our daily lives, we should be

    Conscious of eternal rewards.

     2 Cor.5:10; 1Cor.15:58; Isaiah 40:10; 62:11; Rom.2:6

5. "I am Alpha and Omega" – Rev. 22:13

    By this, the Lord is setting our theology straight as we await His appearing.

    The Lord Jesus emphasizes that His deity must be acknowledged. The title He 

     claims here is the exact one associated with the Father in the Old Testament (see         

     Isaiah 41:4; 44:6; 48:12).

     Besides we must know there is no other outside of Christ. We do not have to look else       

     where for salvation or help. Acts 4:12; Rev.1:8; 11; 21:6.  Our eyes must be on the     

     Lord exclusively for us to make it to the end.  Hebrews 12:2-3.

Concluding Questions

1.  
Mention those statements from the Lord in closing His revelation to Apostle John 
that you consider weighty.

2.  What implication does each of the things mentioned in (1) above have on our daily 
lives?
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